Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

8-1-1988

Evangelical Visitor - August, 1988 Vol. 101. No. 8.
Glen A. Pierce

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2531
Recommended Citation
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - August, 1988 Vol. 101. No. 8." (1988). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 2531.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2531

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

evangelicah

VISITOR
A u g u s t 1988

Images
of
Conference

July 1988—Azusa Pacific University

A quotable,
if not notable,
General Conference
by Helen Johns
It was late Thursday afternoon,
and six of us stood atop Mount Wilson, high above the Southern California coast. Heretofore strangers,
but now instant friends in the Lord,
one of the group had found a willing
driver and we ventured through the
freeway traffic and up the mountain
after the noon adjournment of Conference.
Our hearts palpitated and our
breath came with labor because of
the sudden change in altitude. The
silence of the mountain wrapped
a r o u n d us as we gazed down on the
expanse of city below, shrouded in
the haze of the declining sunlight.
The Holy Spirit whispered, "O Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the
earth!" W h o are we that you are
mindful of us, that you care for us?
There, on the peak of that mountain,
we worshipped God the Creator.
Though we were far f r o m home, we
were at home with God. The moment
seemed a fitting culmination to a
week of purposes and posterity, work
and worship, fellowship and frivolity, and elation and evaluation.
Of purposes and posterity
"There are churches that matter,
and there are churches that don't
matter." E. V. Hill, in the topic
statement of his Wednesday night
address, spoke primarily to the issue
of the local congregation. But it's
possible that he unwittingly touched
2

on an undercurrent issue among
Conference attenders: Will the Brethren in Christ Church—will this General Conference—make a difference?
It was an issue echoed by Bishop
Ndlovu of Zimbabwe in his greeting
when he recounted the enormous
growth in the overseas churches (membership overseas now exceeds membership in North America). He challenged the church with the question:
"What is there that people should
want to join the Brethren in Christ
Church?"
Elias Moyo also greeted Conference with an implicit missions challenge: "Christianity in Britain is on
t r i a l . " Likewise, m i s s i o n a r y to
Colombia, Bob Geiger, rose to ques-

tion the real desire of the brotherhood to grow when he cited that our
response to the past biennium's
theme, "Energized to Evangelize,"
was a net gain in North America of
only 55 persons. The Board for
Evangelism and Church Planting
report emphasized that in 1987 we
took 91 people one full year to bring
one person into the church. Geiger
asked, "Are we still determined to
double?"
John Rosenberry's booming voice
towered above the tremors of uncertainty, however, when he declared
(following the presentation of his
biography Called to Evangelism by
Morris Sider) that he sees "no end to
the Brethren in Christ Church and

Bob Geiger (left), missionary to Colombia, expressed concern about the rate of
church growth in North America. John and Maurine Rosenberry (right) represent a
generation of leaders for w h o m evangelism is a way of life.
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And the wisdom of Harvey Sider
was evident as he commented on the
dicussion about the divorce and remarriage of pastors, "We need to
work on knowing the heart. . . . If
we get the heart right, many other
things will fall into place."

"First, get people to first!"—Rev. E. V. Hill used baseball as the basis for a memorable
Wednesday evening message.

its doctrine because the Lord is calling good men into the ministry."
Good, young men (and women,
by the way) were highly visible, a
possible foreshadowing of a changing of the guard to come. Conference—perhaps because of the California location, perhaps because of
the passing of time—had a different
"look" f r o m the 1986 Conference in
Canada. The Bill Carlins, Luann
Zerchers, the Perry Engles and Kent
Byers, the Craig Siders, Stuart Kellys, Rod Whites, and Kirk Zehnders,
and more . . . gave evidence of a
stream of youthful enthusiasm directed toward learning and adopting
the Brethren in Christ emphases and
applying them across the continent.
Interestingly enough, some of the
voices of experience, though present, were largely silent. Occasionally, they would rise to speak with
familiar clarity. Henry Ginder, for
example, spoke in support of the
current state of Messiah College,
and assured us of the quality of life
and education there. The oldest att e n d e e were Charles Engle, 92, and
Paul Engle, 90. Those who on Wednesday night heard E. V. Hill's baseball game analogy about the purpose of the church ("get them saved"
at first base; nurture them at second;
encourage service at third; then see
them home) certainly could look
around and see many persons who
August
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had spent much of their lives "on
third" in sacrificial service.
Although the contrast between
past, present, and future was not
necessarily a burning issue on the
Conference floor, it was exemplified
in other ways. Frank Kipe publicly
offered two cemetery plots to Archivist (and Assistant M o d e r a t o r )
Morris Sider and his wife during the
discussion of the historic Ringgold
Meeting House. Frank quipped, the
plots are for use "when they [the
Siders] start looking forward instead
of backward." Although humorous
at the time, the statement illustrated
the efforts of many to preserve our
historic foundations. As D o n McNiven wrote in his Canadian bicentennial hymn, "Our vision for the
future is anchored in our past."
Sider, with obvious emotion and
sincerity, poignantly captured the
heart and purpose of many of those
present by saying, "There isn't much
aside f r o m my family that holds
much significance apart from the
Brethren in Christ Church." Paul
Hostetler, retiring as Convention
Director after 15 years, played on a
statement in the Canadian Conference slide/tape presentation (which
implied that someday we may want
to consider a n a m e revision to
"Siblings in Christ") when he spoke
the parting words: "You folks haven't
been heavy; you're my 'siblings.' "

Of work and worship
And there was ample time to
work on the heart at Conference.
The theme, "Worship . . . in Spirit . . . in Truth," was expounded
through the Conference sermon by
Lynn Thrush and the theme sermons by Sharon Weisser and Lester
Fretz. Weisser challenged the body
by saying, "Work without worship is
a waste of energy." When considering what worship is, she said, "When
you're there [in God's presence], you
know it." Fretz spoke on the fact
that our worship must be exhibited
through our actions during the week.
The high point in worship for
many may have been the Wednesday morning service. Jack McClane
of the Chino, Calif., church and D o n
Shafer led us for a full hour in
psalms, choruses, Scripture, and
prayer exalting the Trinity. Especially meaningful was the reading of
parts of Isaiah 40: "You who bring
good tidings to Zion, go up on a high
mountain, . . . lift up your voice
with a shout, . . . do not be afraid.
. . . Do you not know? . . . The
Lord is the everlasting God . . .
Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles." As the organist
played "Worthy Is the Lamb," many
must have felt the refreshing and
strengthening presence of the Spirit
that leads to mountaintop soaring.
Congregational singing was an
important worship factor at this
Conference. The room was comparatively small and "live," and the
impressive number of strong voices
seemed to have the effect of ballooning the walls and ceiling. The adoration could hardly be contained, and
in fact could be heard well across
campus. Unlike the purely functional
hymn singing at some conferences—
merely to quiet the people to resume
business—these songs reverberated
with power and praise.
3
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The music of such groups as the
Warren H o f f m a n family led powerfully in Spirit-filled worship. Utilizing the talents of the whole family
with piano, strings, guitar, and voices,
the Hoffmans led the Conference on
Tuesday morning into hushed adoration. By contrast, the energy and
originality of the Pacific Conference
Children's Choir on Sunday afternoon left the crowd awed at the
giftedness of the young singers. The
men's chorus from Upland, the trio
from Nappanee, Ind., the chorus of
Conference children, the Chapel
Brass, and Greg Wingerd at the
piano all took seriously music coordinator Sandra Musser's challenge
to minister from the heart.
A n o t h e r aspect of Conference
worship was the scattering of delegates a n d a t t e n d e r s to v a r i o u s
churches on Sunday morning. The
excellent transportation planning of
Asa Bert and his committee enabled
worship at many designated area
churches. The contact and worship
with sister churches was beneficial to
both the local church and the visitors
as affirmation of the oneness that
was experienced in the Saturday
evening communion and footwashing
service at the Conference.

Of fellowship and frivolity
(or, of polar bears and hard chairs)
"It's a privilege to be a part of a
real, good, jazzy time." That was
E. V. Hill's opening line as he stood
to speak following the music of the
Chape! Brass. Having begun their
program with a quite traditional
rendition of "Now I Belong to Jesus,"
they ended with a jazz improvision
on the same tune. Hill was glad to
see that the Brethren in Christ could
"get with it" like our Baptist brothers
and sisters. Commenting further on
our gathering, he said, "I have wondered about this 'Brethren' church,
and I came to see if there were any
'sistern'!" Thus followed one of the
familiar rounds of laughter that often
rang through the conference hall.
Many conferees commented on
the hilarious moments of laughter.
People kept their sense of humor
despite long hours on folding chairs,
Evangelical
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The excitement of a 3-minute auction
for a "rare" Conference memento.

and laughed uproariously at every
hint of an opportunity—not irresponsible humor, but the laughter of
the body of Christ expressing itself
in genuine love. One of the actors in
the Monday night play about the
Visitor remarked that this audience
laughed at lines which neither the
actors nor the writer had intended as
funny—such was the lighthearted
character of this Conference.
Ross Nigh, while sponsoring the
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
study paper on militarism, recounted
Canadian reasoning for spending
$10 million on nuclear submarines:
the U.S. had once wandered without
permission into Canada's Arctic
Waters. With feigned seriousness,
highlighting the ludicrousness of
military spending, Nigh brought
down the house by stating of the
Canadians, "We are determined to
defend our Arctic waters to the last
polar bear!"
While presenting a suggestion that
the brotherhood consider options
for a retirement facility such as Messiah Village in the West, Kevin Longenecker brought a ripple of laughter
by pointing out, "All of us will not be
able to go to Mecca."
General Secretary Don Shafer kept
an amazing sense of humor and
poise despite the press of time. Trying to direct the order of business
back to the tabled discussion of the
rotation schedule of conferences, he
August
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opened, "As I recall, we were going
round and round" (see article on p.
11 on conference business). More
than once, Assistant Moderator Morris Sider drew smiles when he repeatedly tried to give away the chair
as well as the floor.
The Neo-Climenhagians met for
dinner on Tuesday night to devote
themselves to "persiflage and polysyllabic articulation." Conference
took time on Tuesday night for

"three minutes of frivolity" as Lome
Lichty auctioned off the one remaining T-shirt bearing the image of
Arthur Climenhaga. Lome's galloping "auctionese" brought laughter
and $100 from Charles Lehman.
In the Conference sermon, Lynn
Thrush asked, "Do you raise your
hands in worship, or only your eyebrows?" "Is your pastor dry, . . .
or is he wet?" In his greeting, Bishop
Ndlovu "applauded" the idea of clapping in services, saying, "It seems we
are too conservative." Roger Williams, in his report from the Board
for Media Ministries, said with a
grin that he had been introduced to
the Brethren in Christ at the Conference of 1986, and had been waiting
17,584 hours to make this speech.
Claiming he didn't want the idiosyncrasies of the microphones to detract
from his message (the p's tended to
explode rather loudly), he proceeded
to leave out all the initial p's. No
'roblem, the 'eople understood!
Some of the workers at Conference surely needed to struggle to

Conference Quandary
Shall we make a motion to amend the motion,
Or call for the question and cause a
commotion?
When the motion carried, where did it go?
And when it got there, what did it show?
Words were added, deleted, and dropped,
Discussion begun, interrupted, and stopped.
Items were referred, conferred, and debated,
Claimed, exclaimed, disclaimed, and stated.
The motion was lost, the amendment
defeated.
But what is the question? Would someone repeat it?
Should we use the word 'price'or
'cost?
Would someone please tell why I'm lost?
—Evelyn Longenecker (Highland congregation,

Ohio)

5

"All in favor, please stand."

retain their sense of humor. Scott
Dexter, who worked long hours
with the sound equipment, had a
grueling week of business sessions
and rehearsals. Carmen Attwood,
Assistant Convention Director, kept
on smiling despite numerous people
making requests for this or that. The
instrumentalists and Moderator
Glenn Ginder needed a good measure of "cool" as Conference delegates repeatedly chattered through
carefully prepared musical preludes
and calls to order. And Paul Hostetler delighted Conference for the
last time with his stern, dry, yet
humor-filled, announcements concerning the ever-present, nitty-gritty

\
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details that made the convention
hum along so smoothly. Frivolity
and fellowship abounded at this
General Conference.
Of elation and evaluation
A skeptic might say that the early
Wednesday morning 3.7 earthquake
which momentarily rattled some conferees from their sleep had more
impact than the 1988 General Conference. Whether that is true remains
to be seen. Conference provided the
chance to reevaluate our identity—
both personal and group. It was a
time to rethink purpose. It was time
to renew and deepen our contact
with each other and the Lord through
The missions quilt, designed by Cora Buckwalter
and stitched by the ladies of
the Marsh Creek (Pa.) congregation, features 30 pictures of Brethren in Christ
c h u r c h e s , hospitals, and
historical sites in Zambia and
Zimbabwe. At a silent auction at Conference, it brought
$10,000, proceeds going to
overseas missions. Ken Kipe
of Waynesboro, Pa., bought
it for his parents, Bishop and
Mrs. Frank Kipe, missionaries in Africa for 25 years.
Ken said he could identify
the hospital room in which
he was born. His father designed eight of the churches
pictured.

worship. And it was time to laugh
and refresh.
At various points, the business
seemed long and overly laborious,
and people squirmed, wondering,
"Does this really make a difference?"
After the work of church planting
was highlighted and some 45 churchplanting and church-revitalizing
leaders stood to testify, Bishop Alderfer minced no words in his prayer for
these front-line pastors: ". . . deliver them from burnout and depression. . . . " One wondered how
many other pastors and lay workers
on the Conference floor were feeling
those words applied to their spirits
also. Yet, there was an upbeat,
optimistic air about much of the
Conference activity. It was hard to
miss the deep sense of joy and
excitement in the realization that the
Brethren in Christ are actively committed to sharing Christ in North
America and around the world.
Conference, by its very nature,
had a revitalizing function. It served
as a stimulus, a surge of Spirit adrenalin. If delegates came with a sense of
boredom or isolation, it seemed improbable that they could leave the
same way. Information and resources
to challenge and heighten vision was
everywhere, much of it supplied by
boards and agencies, all of which are
taking seriously their purpose of
serving the brotherhood (see article,
pp. 7-9). In a way, it was possible
to be overwhelmed. As delegates
engaged one another in conversation in the long lunch lines and tried
to absorb all the printed and audio
information, the trick was to keep
their personal Richter scale f r o m hitting "overload."
Whether the impact of General
Conference 1988 is felt will probably
depend on how responsive the general church is to the delegates upon
their return and how well they communicate the feel and content to
local congregations. Even though
the decisions on the Conference floor
m a y n o t have effected n o t a b l e
changes in direction or formulated
new initiatives, let's pray that the
impact of our gathering together as
Brethren in Christ is more pervasive
than a momentary aftershock.
•
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General Conference 1988

An overview of general
program boards'presentations
Each General Conference program
board was alloted time at Conference to sponsor its work. Without
going into the details of business
recommendations (see pp. 10-13)
here is a brief overview of several of
the presentations and reports.
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine
(BMD)
Evidence of the work of this board
is seen in the quality of ministerial
leadership throughout the denomination. During this biennium, the
B M D reported having channeled
$51,037 to seminary students in the
regular assistance p r o g r a m , a n d
$1,329 to pastors f r o m a special
training f u n d . Statements in the
B M D report detailed their extensive
work in pastoral preparation.
Glenn Ginder was confirmed for
another term as executive director of
the B M D , and E. Morris Sider was

approved as the representative to the
Board of Administration.
Oral sponsorship was given to a
summer 1989 study conference on
ministry. Also promoted was the
newly released six-part video series
called "Issues and Responses" prod u c e d in c o n j u n c t i o n with the
Archives. The tapes, dealing with the
topics of evangelism, holiness, women
in the church, missions, change in
the church, and stewardship are
available without charge by writing
to the Archives.
John Rosenberry's family came to
the podium for the presentation of
his biography entitled Called to
Evangelism, by Morris Sider. Proceeds f r o m the book will go for pastoral training.

H a r o l d C h u b b , general treasurer,
listens to a question about finances.

The Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting (BECP)
Doug Sider gave sponsorship for
the Board for Evangelism and Church

Planting. A 15-minute slide/tape
presentation was shown on the more
than 40 churches that receive subsidy. Pastors of these congregations
were given a minute to say a very
brief word about their ministries.
Since the 1986 General Conference,
15 new congregations have been
formed.
Recognition was given to the congregations with the largest numerical growth. The top 10 in growth (in
order) are: Alta Loma, Calif.; Manor,
Pa.; Peace Chapel, Ohio; Cumberland Valley, Pa.; West Side, Pa.;

able to serve the church in the years
ahead. May God bless all your remaining years as you continue in other ways

to serve your church, your community,
and your family with love and wise
counsel."
K

Ray Musser retires from
Jacob Engle Foundation
The Jacob Engle Foundation honored
Ray M. Musser (center), retiring as
executive director after directing the
foundation's operations and growth for
the past 12 years. With him are his wife
Fern and Dwight Bert, chairman of the
foundation.
A citation presented to Ray reads, in
part, "Your dedicated service and leadership have established the Foundation
as an example to be emulated among its
peers. Only a few people are able to
begin with a few hundred thousand dollars and build an organization to nearly
twenty million dollars in twelve or so
years. You are among those few. You
have served your board and staff well,
and are able to present your church with
a strong, healthy financial institution
August 1988 7

Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Upper Oaks,
Ont.; Fellowship Church, Tx.; Etiwanda, Calif.; and Lakeside, Alb.
Six of these are church plantings.
Wayne Arnott spoke in support
of the G R A D E program. The written report by Dale Shaw said that
"25 percent of the Brethren in Christ
congregations have committed themselves to double their membership
and worship attendance by Dec. 31,
1995." The BECP is "attempting to
motivate each congregation to accept
this vision and plan goals to accomplish this. Goalsetting programs are
available from the BECP."
The Board for Media Ministries
(BMM)
The Board for Media Ministries
began its sponsorship Monday night
with a short play about the founding
of the Evangelical Visitor, "A Time
for Decision." Actors from the Fairview Church, Ohio, were Howard
and Rebecca Garver, and Dick and
Luann Zercher.
Wilmer Heisey spoke about the
formulation and adoption of new
goals in the 1986-1988 period which
followed n u m e r o u s m a j o r staff
changes. Executive Director Roger
Williams, who received a renewal of
contract through 1991, gave reviews
of the most recent Evangel Press

publications, saying, "These are
tomes that record the work of the
Brethren in Christ. These books
have a purpose."
Emerson Frey promoted the
hymnal as a unifying force, a friend
in the pew, throughout the brotherhood. He also gave lengthy sponsorship to the financial statement,
pointing out the turnaround from
"red" to "black" in the past two
years. He stressed the fact that people need to support the Christian
Light Bookstores and the Evangel
Press publications so that the ministries such as the Visitor can be more
nearly self-supporting. He said that
editor Glen Pierce (confirmed for a
third four-year term) surely must
pray often, as the first editor, Henry
Davidson, did in the play, "Lord, a
few more subscriptions, please."
Other highlighted items in the
BMM report were the updating of
printing equipment, the new Literature for Living catalogue, the reprinting of the Heritage Cookbook,
and the new congregational outreach
folder.
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns (BBC)
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns gave recognition to retiring
Executive Director Eber Dourte.

Leslie Harvel outlines needs in San
Francisco.

Dave Brubaker will be assuming this
responsibility. Lenora Stern outlined
at length the operations and initiatives of this active board. She projected their goals for the future as (1)
addressing the issue of contemporary non-conformity in conjunction
with the Board of Bishops, (2)
strengthening regional boards for
brotherhood concerns, (3) offering a
reconciliation/ mediation service, (4)
working with the Commission on
Christian Education Literature
(CCEL) on Sunday school curriculum, (5) doing position papers on
involvement in public policy, homosexuality, and AIDS, (6) developing
a study on the gifts and services of
women in the church, (7) proposing
a model for ministering to the aged,
(8) aiding church planters, (9) and
developing a long-term agronomy
program in Africa and Orissa in
cooperation with MCC.
Leslie Harvel of Heaven's Gate
Women's Shelter spoke in the Wednesday night service, saying, "God is
alive and working in San Francisco."
She related her personal struggles of
the past months as well as the fact
that the prolonged renovation process of the shelter building has delayed ministry there.

Last year's 100th anniversary of the Visitor was the subject of a short play Monday
night.

8

The Board for World Missions (BWM)
A report of the phenomenal
growth of the overseas churches
from 8,235 in 1980 to 18,204 in 1986
was the high point of the Board for
Evangelical
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Members of the Board for Congregational Life sing "Growing Together."

World Missions report. The only
decline was in Japan. All future and
present missionaries in attendance
were asked to come to the front so
Conference could see those persons
they support through their prayers
and Cooperative Ministries dollars.
The African church was represented
in the persons of Enock Shamapani,
the newly-elected bishop of Zambia,
and Bishop Stephen Ndlovu of Zimbabwe. Elias Moyo spoke about the
work in London, citing the fact that
5,000 Britishers have recently converted to Islam.
D o n Zook expressed appreciation
for the generous increased financial
support which allows missions extensive outreach considering the size of
the Brethren in Christ Church. Appreciation was expressed in the written report for the untold value of
sewn items given to the Brethren in
Christ missions. The fabric alone
was valued at $13,000.
Conference approved an initiative
into Mozambique, learning that Roy
Sider has tentative plans to travel
there this fall. The country has experienced an almost total collapse of
their t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, and
revolutionary forces are still present.
No church planting by the North

American church is intended, rather
leadership training if contacts go
well.
The Board for Congregational Life
(BCL)
Warren H o f f m a n began sponsorship by referring to all the encouraging reports by the other boards, and
saying, "It is our own life and vitality
[in the local congregations] or lack
thereof that permeates the entire
church." The BCL report went on
to stress that the essence of its work
is growth, "as congregations aspire
to grow in size, program, services,
and spiritual maturity." The board

sees itself as the "gardener" in this
process.
Using the growth motif, with board
members dressed in farmer attire,
Ken Letner and Sandi Hannigan
highlighted the various involvements
of the BCL such as (1) the cooperative sponsorship with B M M and
B E C P of the April 1987 Consultation on Assimilation, (2) providing
hands-on resources such as the congregational life manual, (3) the music
trust f u n d f o r scholarships a n d
hymnal supply, (4) congregational
life festivals, (5) and singles and
youth conventions.
The board concluded its presentation with a chorus of members singing "Growing Together," the theme
song written by Monique Tute which
will be used at the 1990 pre-Conference rally focusing on the same
theme.

Conference banner
available for use

Some of the international guests present: Stephen Ndlovu (Zimbabwe), Elias
McMoyo (London), Hem Paul (India), and Enock Shamapani (Zambia).
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The large, 24-foot banner, which provided a backdrop to the Conference
platform, was designed by George Hostetler, a member of the Ontario, Calif.,
congregation.
The two-color production on reinforced plastic has been cut into three
sections and is available free for use at
churches and conventions until the new
Conference theme is announced in late
1989. Your pastor has received detailed
information.

General Conference 1988

A "digest" of selected
Conference business items
Many of the recommendations
coming to the 1988 General Conference related to the structure and
functioning of the denomination,
and were brought by the Board of
Administration (BOA). Other business items were brought by various
program boards. Following is a summary of several of the major business items handled by General Conference.
Doctrinal statement
During the first business session,
the outline for the proposed doctrinal statement was presented to the
Conference body. Sponsors provided
background to the project, and outlined the procedures envisioned for
the next several years in grappling
with the doctrinal statement. Delegates were encouraged to put their
comments on the outline in writing,
so they could be shared more easily
with the writers. Time was also given
for comments to be made f r o m the
floor of Conference.
Conference approved the three
writers recommended: Owen Alderfer, John Arthur Brubaker, and Lynn
Thrush. They will begin writing the
doctrinal statement this summer. Conference was urged to pray for them
as they begin their work. No other
formal action was taken at this time;
that will come in two years when the
process of approving actual Manual
of Doctrine and Government wording begins.
New regional conference boundaries
General Secretary D o n Shafer reported on the progress toward creating a Southern Regional Conference
and dividing the present Allegheny
Regional Conference into two conferences. He noted that all the con10

gregations in those areas were contacted, with no serious objections to
the plan being registered.
Conference delegates raised questions about what additional costs for
such items as bishops' salaries and
offices would be incurred in moving
f r o m six regional conferences to
eight. Harold C h u b b , General
Treasurer, responded that while projected costs are still u n c e r t a i n ,
$100,000 has been included in the
1990 Cooperative Ministries budget.
He added, however, that just as
there are currently some bishops
who carry responsibilities for other
boards (with a portion of their salary
covered by those agencies), there
may be additional such sharing of
costs with the new conferences as
well.
Conference approved the tentative boundaries as proposed, and
authorized the BOA to "build an
implementation plan that would include the role of bishops, other
employed personnel at general and
regional conference levels, regional
board structures, and funding for
the proposed regional conferences."

Council on Ministry and Mission
Approval was given to revising
the composition of the Council on
Ministry and Mission, reflecting the
evolving nature and growing sense
of purpose of this group.
When first conceived as part of
the 1984 denominational restructuring, the council was to meet annually
as a f o r u m for general boards to
discuss their long-range plans. Originally, each board was represented
by its executive director and BOA
representative (later changed to the
board chairperson), together with

one bishop, the General Secretary,
and the General Treasurer.
According to the recommendation approved by Conference, the
council now will meet at least twice a
year. Its composition has changed; it
now consists of the officers of General Conference, all the bishops, the
finance directors, and the executive
directors of the general boards and
agencies. And the duties have been
more clearly identified: coordinate
the various mission statements [of
boards and agencies] and develop
long-range plans; evaluate, propose,
and establish ongoing vision for the
church; and recommend direction
and operational policy to BOA.
Responsibilities of General Secretary
Conference approved a revision
of the Manual of Doctrine
and
Government regarding the office of
General Secretary. In sponsoring the
proposal, Owen Alderfer noted that
of all the General Conference officers, the role of the General Secretary
was changed to the greatest degree in
the 1984 restructuring. "This recommendation f r o m BOA," he said, "is
fine-tuning the office."
In addition to changing the way
the General Secretary is nominated
(by BOA Executive C o m m i t t e e ,
rather than by a special search committee), the proposal outlined ways
in which the General Secretary relates
to general boards and agencies in the
church, and gives him responsibilities with those boards in such areas
as communication, coordination,
and joint planning. By a separate
recommendation approved by Conference, the office of Personnel
Secretary was discontinued, with
those responsibilities ( f o r m e r l y
shared with the General Secretary)
now moving entirely to the General
Secretary's office.
The recommendation also formalizes some responsibilities already
being carried, such as serving as the
official spokesperson for the BOA
and serving as the official representative of the denomination to related
groups such as Mennonite Central
Committee, National Association of
Evangelicals, and Christian Holiness
Association.
Evangelical
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Bishop Glenn Ginder (left) moderates
the sessions, as recording secretary Craig
Sider (right) listens to the debate. Meanwhile, General Secretary Don Shafer
(center) tries to catch the eye of a page
with a note he wants to send.

Program Commission discontinued
The General Conference Program
Commission was discontinued by
Conference action. For decades, the
P r o g r a m C o m m i t t e e established
themes, planned inspirational services, a n d issued invitations to
speakers. The BOA recommendation shifts all responsibilities for Conference programming to the Board
of Directors, which heretofore had
only site selection and hosting responsibilities for Conference. There
is provision for five or more additional persons to be named each
biennium for the needs of the next
General Conference. The General
Secretary's office assumes oversight
of the total General Conference process, including the appointment of
such personnel as convention director, registration secretary, and program coordinator.
Conference approved the proposal in principle, committing it to
the BOA for further study and evaluation as it is implemented in 1990.
Appropriate Manual revisions will
be brought to Conference at some
point in the future.

Rotation of General Conference
The schedule for hosting General
Conference was also changed. The
current sequence is: Canada; west of
the Mississippi; east of the Mississippi. Conference approved a BOA
recommendation that Conference
meet east of the Mississippi every
August 1988

other time, with intervening Conferences held alternately in Canada and
west of the Mississippi.
In the sponsorship, Messiah College was used frequently as the assumed site whenever Conference met
in the East. Some delegates challenged that assumption, noting that
other areas east of the Mississippi
would also be eager to host Conference. For 1990, though, Conference
is scheduled for Messiah College; in
1992, somewhere in Canada; in 1994,
back in the eastern half of the U.S.;
and in 1996, in the West.
Church board personnel
A significant amount of time was
spent on a recommendation f r o m
BOA concerning the definition of
"membership"as it relates to serving
on a local church board. Some congregations apparently have interpreted the word "membership" very
loosely (perhaps meaning regular
attendance and financial support)
rather than understanding membership to mean the uniting with the
congregation (and thus, with the
denomination) through a formal acceptance of the Brethren in Christ
Membership Covenant.
T h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e
bishops, through BOA, attempted
to clarify this question by stating,
"Acceptance of the Brethren in Christ
Membership Covenant shall be a
prerequisite for membership on the
Church Board." Unfortunately, it
was only in the accompanying ver-

bal sponsorship (not in the wording
of the recommendation) that "acceptance" was defined as a formal uniting
with the congregation, rather than
simply a generalized agreement with
the ideas in the Membership Covenant.
During sponsorship and the ensuing debate, a second issue emerged—
that of persons serving on a local
church board who hold their membership in a different Brethren in
Christ Church. The sponsors noted
that in contrast to the current, more
restrictive wording ("Membership in
the local congregation shall be a prerequisite for membership on the
church board."), their recommendation allowed for some flexibility they
felt would be helpful. They cited as
an example church-planting situations, where members of nearby
congregations may help to start a
new church but don't want to move
their membership f r o m their home
congregation. Some delegates felt
this was a division of loyalty which
would be counter-productive. Others noted that congregations wouldn't
be required to select such persons for
their board, arguing in favor of the
flexibility the proposal offered.
Despairing of trying to do committee work on the floor of Conference, one delegate moved to refer the
question to BOA for clarification,
but his motion was lost. Ultimately
the entire recommendation was voted
down, leaving intact the current
wording.
Institutional chaplains
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine (BMD) brought a proposed
new Bylaw article identifying the
unique ministry of chaplains serving
in institutions. The article noted,
among other things, the credentialing procedure for institutional chaplains, as well as outlining some of the
II

ways chaplains are related to other
ministerial groups in the church.
In response to a question from the
floor, the board sponsor noted that
he felt the final sentence of the proposed Bylaw article ("The chaplain
shall remain free of institutional
requirements that would conflict with
Brethren in Christ doctrine and
practice.") would rule out our accrediting military chaplains. This led
to a long discussion on the subject of
military chaplaincy, stretching over
into a later session of Conference.
Finally, the proposed Bylaw, with
only minor editorial changes, was
adopted.
A subsequent motion from the
floor sought to instruct the BMD to
prepare a statement that would specifically pledge Brethren in Christ
support to individuals who felt called
to the military chaplaincy. Another
delegate challenged the narrowness
of the motion, noting that other
organizations and corporations
whose products or activities may run
counter to the practices of the church
also frequently employ chaplains.
Conference voted to refer to the
B M D the matter of military chaplains, along with other broad issues
of chaplaincy which had been discussed.
Messiah College Covenant
Another recommendation which
sparked a lot of debate was a proposed change in the church's covenant with Messiah College. BOA's
recommendation was to add wording which would have the church
selecting its representatives to the
college's board of trustees "in consultation with the college."
Proponents of the change pointed
to the need for a "fit" or blending of
gifts and abilities on the trustee
board, and suggested that a similar
consultative process occurs when the
nominating committee proposes members to be elected to denominational
boards.
Opponents argued that "consultation" is an elastic term, and might
mean heavy pressure rather than
low-key suggestions. They called for
the freedom to name trustees the
12

Conference approved two
statements prepared by the
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, dealing with lotteries
and gambling, and on health
care decisions at the beginning and ending of life. The
text of these statements will
appear in a later issue of the
Visitor.

church feels are needed to maintain
close ties with the college, even if at
times the church's representatives
might be viewed as the "loyal opposition"—a term the supporters of the
article said had no place in a covenantal relationship of trust.
An additional issue was raised by
Canadian delegates, concerned that
only United States conferences place
representatives on the board of trustees. An amendment from the floor
was adopted which deleted the United States reference, thus allowing for
Canadian representatives.
As Conference moved to a final
vote on the amended recommendation, a call from the floor for a ballot
vote resulted in the most controversial ruling of the Conference. Based
on research the secretary's staff did
in Robert's Rules of Order, the
Moderator ruled that a majority
vote of Conference was required to
call for a ballot vote.
Several delegates rose to challenge
the ruling, basing their objections in
part on their understanding of parliamentary procedures, but more particularly on long-standing General
Conference practice, which has allowed for ballot votes when requested
from the floor. By voice vote, however, the call for a ballot vote was
lost.
The voice vote on whether to
adopt the revised wording of the
covenant was "too close to call," so a
standing vote was taken, with the
result that the BOA recommendation was lost (158 votes in favor, 218
in opposition). According to both
the General Secretary and the presi-

dent of the college, Conference's
rejection of the proposal means that
the current covenant, which has not
been accepted by the college's board
of trustees, will be referred to both
the college and the BOA for further
work.
Decorum in worship
The Board of Bishops brought a
recommendation regarding decorum
in corporate worship services. The
statement notes that the Brethren in
Christ Church "recognizes various
expressions in worship, including
quietness, joyous praise and even
ecstasies," and emphasizes that the
pastor (with the support of the church
board or worship committee) is responsible for maintaining order.
One delegate spoke appreciation
for the concern for both order and
freedom, plus affirmation of various
expressions of worship, then went
on to comment, "I can understand
quietness because we've experienced
that [here in Conference], and joyous praise because we've done that.
But despite my best efforts, no one
had ever gone into ecstasy [laughter
across the audience] . . . I'm not
sure if I'd recognize it if they did.
[More laughter.] I'd like some guidance on just what's included in that,
so I can give proper direction as pastor when it finally does happen."
Moderator Glenn Ginder responded
that it probably is everything beyond
joyous praise and quietness.

Board for Stewardship revisions
Approval was given to the second
reading of Manual provisions creating a new Board for Stewardship,
which has replaced the former Commission on Stewardship and Finance.
However, in the evolutionary nature
of our administration at this point in
our denominational life, several sections needed changing since first
reading approval was given in 1986
(such as adjusting the composition
of the board to include two members
at large rather than one; and clarifying the duties of the Director of Stewardship). While the bulk of the article was approved, now officially part
Evangelical

Visitor

of our Manual, these later changes
will need to be ratified by the 1990
Conference. As is Conference's comm o n practice, the new wording is
being put into practice in anticipation of that 1990 approval.
A replacement section for the
Manual redefining the Cooperative
Ministries budgeting and funding
process was a d o p t e d . Reflecting
changes which have grown out of the
past several years of experience with
the cooperative funding approach,
the new wording clarifies the various
types of funds which are given, and
the routing of funds f r o m contribu-

tors to the various ministries of the
church.
Moderator-elect named
Present procedure in selecting the
General Conference Moderator is to
conduct the election during a General Conference, with the new Moderator installed at the end of that
Conference, then serving the next
two years on various boards and
committees (often as chairman) and
chairing the following meeting of
General Conference. Noting that the
role of Moderator is becoming greater, and that presently a person has

Lela and Paul Hostetler, with Don Shafer.

A swan
song
by Paul Hostetler

According to the dictionary, a swan
song is a pensive expression, a final
statement, a farewell. The following
paragraphs contain these elements along
with others. In the past 15 years I have
submitted a long train of words relating
to Convention Director information to
the longsuffering editors and readers of
the Evangelical Visitor, but this is the
caboose.
First, I want to say some things I
overlooked when expressing appreciation for various persons and things on
the closing day of General Conference
last month, and perhaps reiterate a few
things I did say. As I get older, the two
have a way of blending in a fuzzy maze.
Being a senior citizen now, I can expect—
or at least hope for—understanding and
forgiveness in this regard.
For almost 30 years it has been my
privilege to work closely with General
Conference leadership, including being
on the platform with the moderators
and secretaries at General Conference
time. Ten of those years were as Recording Secretary for Bishop H. H. Brubaker—bless his memory! How much
help I was to him and other beloved
leaders is debatable, but the enormous
August
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amount of encouragement and inspiration they were to me is beyond question.
I will forever be in debt to them.
Now, some words regarding our recent
General Conference. First, 1 wanted to
say a word about missing elder statesmen of the church. Among them were
Alvin Burkholder and Charlie Byers.
Both had long records of successive
General Conferences attended (Alvin,
56 years; Charlie, 55 years). It was lonely
without them.
But young replacements were there,
such as Cheryl Charman from the
Stayner congregation in Ontario. She is
a new Christian, and this was her first
General Conference. She is telling anyone who will listen that she had a wonderful time! Cheryl travelled with Jean
Swalm. Their plane was delayed and
they arrived at home after midnight.
Waiting for them was 91 -year-old Bishop
Emeritus E. J. Swalm. You guessed it.
The delighted delegate and the venerable veteran sat down and talked about
General Conferences, past and present,
until 3:00 a.m.!
I also wanted to share the surprising
remark of a nine-year-old boy at Conference. Joe Puchalsky, grandson of

no way of anticipating this responsibility until only a day or two before
assuming the task, the BOA proposed t h a t C o n f e r e n c e select a
Moderator-elect, who serves in that
capacity for two years, then becomes
Moderator for the next two years.
Following Conference's approval
of this recommendation, Bishop John
A. Byers was elected as Moderator
f o r the 1988-90 b i e n n i u m , with
Bishop Harvey R. Sider chosen as
Moderator-elect. Robert Ives, pastor of the Grantham, Pa., congregation, was elected as Assistant Moderator for the 1988-90 biennium. •

Martin and Dorothy Schrag, was enrolled in the children's activities organized by the Board for Congregational
Life and directed by Carole Engle. Joe is
one of those boys who, as John Hostetter once described them, "have 99 muscles to wiggle and 1 to sit still, and the
latter is hardly ever working!"
Joe's mother, Lisa, was concerned.
So she promised him that if the children's program became boring, she
would take him to Disneyland. After
two days she asked Joe if he wanted the
trip to Disneyland. Joe's quick reply:
"Only if we can go during a break!"
1 also failed to mention my appreciation for the cooperation given and the
kind words expressed by many of the
more than 1,000 people (up 25 percent
from the last General Conference in
California) who registered through my
office. I sometimes became weary with
the work load, but I never tired of the
refreshment and exhilaration which
flowed in my direction as numerous
people, old and young, went out of their
way to bring cheer and affirmation. A
sincere thanks to all these dear "Siblings"
in Christ.
Let me say one more time, and with
deep feeling, that words of commendation given to me almost always needed
to be passed on to my associates in the
total entertainment of General Conference. Once again I pass the roses on to
the worthy co-workers who made the
wheels turn quietly and efficiently.
People have been asking, "Won't you
miss being involved in the Convention
Director role when the General Conference of 1990 convenes at Messiah College?" My answer: "Yes, I will really miss
it, but be assured that I will not be losing
any sleep over it!"
•
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Excerpts from delegates'

comments

"My view of
General Conference"
Gilbert Gomez, Locust Grove congregation (Pa.):
I came to General Conference tired in
body, mind and spirit. When I left Conference, my body was still tired. An
overabundance of food and lack of adequate exercise took their toll.
When I left Conference, my mind was
still tired. Business was meaningful, but
remember—what we have here is two
year's worth of business; it will certainly
take the two-year period of the new
biennium to absorb all of it.
But when I left Conference, my spirit
had been renewed! The outworking of
the biennial theme, "Worship—in Spirit,
in Truth" was so refreshing. The music,
messages, and prayer times lifted the
spirit. Lynn Thrush's Conference sermon challenged me to carefully worship
the Lord. I believe we demonstrated that
careful worship in this General Conference. And the reports and recommendations from the numerous ministries of
the Brethren in Christ Church encouraged me as they reminded me that God
is indeed at work in our world.
Naomi Stambaugh, Winchester congregation (Va.J:
General Conference was a time of
conversation with friends I seldom see
and with friends I met for the first time.
General Conference was also a time of
too much sitting and, depending upon
your point of view, too much listening. I
valued the time I spent in quiet reflection
in the midst of busyness.
On Conference floor, there quickly
emerged the talkative few, those who
were the predominant "movers" and
those who regularly seconded motions.
With a little more patience, more people
could be involved in these areas.
There were those who continue to feel
women have "an inner man "and that we
are the minority who causes trouble. My
observation was that women filed their
designated roles with a commendable
degree of capability. We need to remind
ourselves that God's family and God's
gifts are all-inclusive.
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Enock Shamapani, Bishop of Zambia:
It has been a great privilege and joy to
me to be able to attend the 110th
Brethren in Christ General Conference.
It was a great blessing for me to meet so
many brothers and sisters whom I did
not know, who told me that they had
been praying for me and the church in
Zambia. I have been blessed by the good
messages that were brought forth by the
different speakers.
I enjoyed the humor by which the
business session was conducted and the
speed by which most of the things were
done.
Meals—we had a feast throughout
the Conference.
Rosanna Hess, Mechanicsburg congregation, (Pa.):
General Conference 1988 has been a
growing experience for me. The high
point for me was the prayer experiences
with brothers and sisters from across the
brotherhood. The Monday morning concert of prayer enabled all of us as delegates to lift our voices in prayer for the
needs of the brotherhood.
Another delight for me was the presence of many missionaries. I finally met
some that I'd been praying for regularly,
like Bob and Carol Geiger and Jay and
Judy Smith. Hearing from the African
bishops was a treat. Also I met newly
assigned missionaries like Norman Kase,
Bruce and Meryl Bundy, and Richard
Hance. The Wednesday noon prayer
fast was a rich time of sharing with our
missionaries fresh requests and prayer.
The board presentations, displays,
and reports were very interesting and
reminded me that local congregations
really do have a wealth of resources to
tap into. The need to reach our world
and to effectively evangelize and disciple
people was clear. The two new books—
The Secret of the Harvest by Warren
Hoffman and Life with God by Helen
Johns—as well as the presentation regarding GRADE materials demonstrate
this.

Henry Hostetter, Messiah Village (Pa.):
Conference sessions reflected a great
spirit of tolerance and forbearance. They
also reflected two other aspects of life
that many of us need to think more
seriously about. We stumbled and consumed time over wording that appeared
not to be carefully thought through in
the preparation of the item. Some of our
struggles over wording also reflected
personal preferences that need to be subjected to broader dimensions when we
are working across national boundaries.
Having been a member of every Conference since 1931 (that omission being
while in Africa in 1948), I recognize very
clearly that we live in a changing world.
However, the basic philosophy of Brethren in Christ living based on God's
Word has not changed in all of these
years. Honesty, integrity, humility, going
the second mile, and being servants one
for another—no matter what position
we hold, are still basic principles of
Christianity.
Gail Ryan, Souderton congregation (Pa.):
Fellowship is certainly a highlight of
General Conference. I've enjoyed the
opportunity to put faces to many of the
new names surfacing in denominational
publications these past two years. Conference is a brotherhood builder, giving
delegates and guests an enriched understanding of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
The business, although interspersed
with occasional excitement and humor,
moved tediously and laboriously. Perhaps before future conferences, pastors
could spend more time educating delegates and informing them of procedures
and the processing through which the
church does its business. Many items
addressed on Conference floor should
have been channelled through the appropriate boards, and many questions
addressed could have been answered
individually rather than corporately, thus
saving Conference time. I commend the
denominational leaders and boards for
their excellent preparation and the hours
of careful work done in response to earlier Conference mandates.
Dale W. Engle, Ashland congregation
(Ohio):
As I think of the work of the Conference, I was impressed by the stimulating
discussion and interaction.
I believe it is time that we look carefully at the content of our agenda. Are
there items we need to pull out of our
agenda and others we need to add? I
Evangelical
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One of the several times of prayer during Conference.

would also suggest that we plan for several consultations during the biennium
with open invitations for persons to join
in times of study, interaction, and resolution. "We the people" need opportunity for interaction on the issues of the
church, and Conference floor is not the
appropriate time.
Finally, there was a new sense of
urgency concerning the spiritual health
of the church. The call of the Conference
to prayer in the churches of our denomination was heartwarming; however, we
must realize that we cannot legislate
renewal. Renewal will come as we are
broken before the Lord, and that indeed
was the sentiment and prayer of the
Conference body.
Lori Engle, Upland congregation (Calif.):
Serving as a page this Conference, I
got a unique view of what takes place in
our Brethren in Christ Church across
America as well as Canada. One thing in
particular is the encouragement and
affirmation among the delegates during
these long meetings. It's been a great
experience for me. . . . One request
may be to purchase roller skates for the
next Conference pages.
Mike Book, Mt Pleasant congregation
(Pa.):
I was pleased to attend my first complete General Conference and see firsthand how the business of the church is
accomplished. But probably most interesting to me was the sense of mission
that the church has to be relevant and
address the major issues of our day.
I was also pleased to observe that the
Brethren in Christ are taking a renewed,
August
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active interest in evangelism. Dr. E. V.
Hill challenged us to be a relevant
church and concentrate on the most
important issue—"getting them saved."
I was impressed in the revision of our
doctrinal statement that we are not just
changing everything, but reaffirming
many positions previously held. We are
also preparing statements on issues such
as gambling and health care decisions.
Phil Kittle, Columbus church planting
(Ohio):
As a newcomer to the Brethren in
Christ, I observed and felt a unity and
oneness. This is an exciting aspect of the
Brethren in Christ, one which I am most
drawn to. There appears to be a genuine
respect and concern for one another—a
love for one another.
I do feel that some of the lengthy
discussions were the result of some not
taking careful note of the report or from
a failure to refer to the Brethren in
Christ Manual (e.g., the 45 minutes of
apparently unnecessary discussion about
membership covenant, resulting in rejection). Overall, I felt at ease and
welcomed.
The chair was always in calm control
and tactfully kept things going.
Ray Bailey, Alta Loma congregation
(Calif.):
I found Conference frustrating from
the view that much of the business of the
Conference is far removed from the
actual practical issues facing many of
the ministries in our denomination.
Many of the debates on the floor concerning fine nuances of meaning in proposed recommendations may be of im-

portance, but are far from some of the
problems needing to be faced in the
issues of funding and programs.
In addition, it concerns me that so
much time is spent in developing boards,
programs, and committees, and reports
that in turn are producing more boards,
programs, committees, and reports. The
ministry of the church is to reach people.
The reports that received the greatest
response of "amens" were those regarding how God has used people to touch
others with his presence.
But overall, the one impressive vision
is, after a heated debate on the floor, two
men standing, shaking hands, and saying, "God bless you, brother!" This is
what it means to be Brethren in Christ.
Brothers may fight, siblings may scrap—
but they still love each other and strive
to do the Father's will.
Bob Verno, New Guilford congregation
(Pa.):
Many critical concerns were addressed.
It is regrettable, however, that the process of business was often tedious and
slow. It seems to me that frustration
could be avoided if (1) greater care
could be employed in the writing of
reports and recommendations that are
brought to Conference (chairpersons of
denominational agencies should see to it
that all materials submitted are clear,
precise, and adequately edited), (2) less
Conference time could be taken up with
the modification of proposals (while
some alteration is necessary, we have a
definite tendency to become picayune),
(3) more trust could be accorded our
denominational agencies as they attempt
to lead us and to perform their work.
Ross Nigh, Falls View congregation
(Ont.):
At my stage in life, I think of Conferences of the past. My first was the 1938
Conference held in a large barn at Wainfleet. The second (and first in which I
was involved in preparation and hospitality) was at Bertie in 1942. Of course,
there are many differences—size, accommodations (straw mattresses in barn
lofts versus air conditioned rooms with
inner-spring mattresses), dress and programs. There are many similarities—the
joy of meeting friends, the blessing of
Christian fellowship, soul-searching
messages, the felt and expressed concern
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Plan your evangelism strategy
around these resources
Evangelism
THE SECRET OF THE HARVEST: Mobilizing for Team Evangelism
by Warren Hoffman
Drawing on Jesus' image of the harvest in Matt. 9, this book reveals the "secret"
of evangelism: the readiness of all Christians to use their aptitudes,
personalities, and gifts in the process of making disciples. Warren discusses
biblical principles of evangelism and provides a step-by-step plan for bringing
together and training a group of Christians so they can work effectively as a
team to win persons to Christ and the church.
The Secret of the Harvest

$7.95 ($9.95 Canadian)

Nurture
LIFE WITH GOD: Basics for New Christians
by Helen Johns
Seven short, down-to-earth sections with Bible study questions provide an
excellent tool for use in discipling the new believer. Topics include prayer,
Bible study, fellowship, worship, overcoming doubts and fears, and telling
others about new life in Christ. Designed primarily for one-to-one use with a
new Christian, the book can also be used in a small group setting.
Life With God

Single copy: $2.95 ($3.70 Canadian)
10-Pack: $23.95 ($29.95 Canadian)

Incorporation
WHO ARE THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST?
by E. Morris Sider
A clear, concise, and informative overview of the
Brethren in Christ Church. The 32-page booklet
helps to introduce the denomination to a new
believer or someone who has just moved into your
community.
Who Are The Brethren in Christ?

50$ per copy

CONGREGATIONAL BROCHURE HOLDER

An attractive, full-color, personalized brochure
holder for presenting congregational information
to visitors and other people new to your church.
(Discount for quantity orders; phone our toll-free
number for prices and ordering information.)

These books are available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, or order from
Evangel Publishing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550.
Toll-free Order Line: 1-800-822-5919
VISA/MasterCard accepted.
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Lucien-Carol Proulx, Centre de Fraternite Chretienne (Quebec):
This General Conference was "super."
It was my second. It was good to speak
in French with the missionaries and the
ex-missionaries. The Brethren in Christ
Church has the Spirit's power, the
Word's power, and in the future it will
have the "frog's (French) power"! My
hope for the next General Conference is
that it will have a place for songs in
French and Spanish, because we too are
Brethren in Christ.

David Climenhaga, Messiah Village
Chapel (Pa.):
General Conference is at one and the
same time: boring, tiring (I often feel like
one of the "Dead End Kids"), interesting, invigorating, revitalizing, and a
time of great fellowship. The program
committee has, I feel, been sensitive to
the Spirit's leadings. I thank them and
our God for that. The business sessions
have reflected our usual penchant for
dawdling over nuances of words and
interpretations of meanings, and then
hurrying over other items in our scramble to push the business through. I love
the mingling of brethren and sisters
(Siblings in Christ—I'm not sure of the
acronym: SIC) that is a large part of
General Conference. The business we do
is important, but I think that mingling
and fellowship is more important! May
General Conference continue till Jesus
comes.

DeLaine Niesley, Fairview congregation
(Ohio):
For me, Conference has been: Reunion: reuniting family, "siblings" with a
divine purpose. I came for this.
Renewal: uplifting, challengng sermons and sharing times, new approaches
and practices in worship. I came for this.
Revealing: I seldom leave Conference
receiving what I expected. This Conference, I came with my own agenda, to
have my own needs met rather than ministering to the needs of others. Consequently, I did not "practice" worship. I
often ignore (or forget) the fact that
there are those who may not feel as "at
home" in the fellowship as I, and make
little effort to provide common courtesies. The reality of this hit when my
assigned roommate shared that she has
never felt totally accepted in her five
years of involvement in the Brethren in
Christ. She did not place blame, nor did
she claim no fault of her own. The simple fact is I failed to remember the earlier
days when I was a new Brethren in
Christ and often felt excluded. My early
morning appointments, planned luncheon meetings, and evening visits usually
excluded her, and my need outweighed
my "worship in practice." I did not come
for this!
I return home ready to unpack
thoughts and experiences, challenged to
"practice"in my worship. Thanks, Lord!

Michael Blouse, Summit View congregation (Pa.):
I love General Conference because I
love the Brethren in Christ Church. I
find that this gathering is many things—
some of which are exciting, inspiring,
and frustrating. We come together to
praise God, to pray, to celebrate God's
work among us, to facilitate God's work
in the years ahead. This complex process of planning and facilitating God's
work upon the earth is what General
Conference is all about. . . .
If we listen with the ears of the Holy
Spirit we can discover the presence of
God working among us in our most
tedious business. We can see, with spiritual eyes, the unity that exists among
our diversity . . . We can sense with
hope and optimism the things being
planned that will again accomplish God's

Stuart Kelly, Highland Park congregation (Va.y.
Sights and sounds of Azusa:
We are God's people, the chosen of
the Lord, born of His Spirit, established
by His Word. A symphony of sound
breaks forth as hundreds of delegates let
fly their song, aiming at worship in
Spirit and in Truth.
Our cornerstone is Christ alone. "O
Lord," one pastor prays from the
podium, "guide us in this election so that
we may bring glory to Jesus."
O let us live transparently, and walk
heart to heart and hand in hand. A
quartet of ministers talks late into the
night, openly sharing past hurts and
spiritual struggles, finding warmth and
healing in each other's empathetic ears.
We are God's loved ones, the Bride of
Christ our Lord, for we have known it,
the love of God outpoured. "I've never
before experienced love," a newcomer
to the Brethren in Christ gushes, "like
I've sensed it in these gatherings."
Now let us learn how to return the gift

of love once given. A converted lesbian
mesmerizes Conference with her testimony and her vision for ministry to
troubled women through San Francisco's Heaven's Gate Shelter.
O let us share each joy and care. Two
ladies stand on the entrance steps to the
auditorium, openly weeping as one comforts and prays with the other. Passersby don't seem surprised at the sight.
We are the Body of which the Lord is
Head, called to obey him, now risen
from the dead. The assembly prays for
foreign missionaries joyfully serving God
in the middle of violence, poverty, and
epidemics. A group of bivocational
church planters, who've given up vacation time to attend Conference, head
back to long, hard hours with brimming
confidence the risen Christ will build his
Church through them.
He wills us be a family, diverse yet
truly one. A black African and a white
American introduce themselves as
partners in a London church planting
effort. A traditionally dressed Pennsylvania couple arrives in Azusa from a

cross-country ride on their Harley motorcycle. Two delegates strenuously disagree during debate, then head off together for congenial lunch conversation.
O let us give our gifts to God. A
mother and her daughters lead us with
their violins into God's presence. A
drama group innovatively images God's
saving love. The facile fingers of a group
of quilters raise $10,000 for world
missions.
We are a temple, the Spirit's dwelling
place, formed in great weakness, a cup
to hold God's grace. "Fill my cup,
Lord," the congregation petitions in
song, "Fill it up and make me whole."
We die alone, for on its own each
ember loses fire; yet joined in one the
flame burns on to give warmth and light,
and to inspire. Laughter rings out everywhere, from cafeteria to convention
hall. Giggles, chuckles, belly-laughs. The
tension-breaking humor that releases
and renews. The laughter that leaps
from God's joy planted within.
Worshipping, evangelizing, learning,
serving— We are God's people.

that we fulfill the God-given mission of
the church.
My concern is our growing demand
for creature comforts. Maybe one Conference with straw mattresses, barn loft
sleeping accommodations, and basic
needs would . . . give us a good "third
base" feeling. More time for business
would be beneficial. Ten-minute breaks
would be a good place to start.
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work in our world through us and our
church. Surround these often difficult
sessions with the sound of 1,000 voices
lifted in praise, powerful proclamations
of God's work, inspiring special music,
the joy of fellowship—and you have
General Conference; a unique, life-changing experience.
Glenn Hoffman, Palmyra congregation
(Pa.):
The myriad of new names, many of
which are not traditional Brethren in
Christ, and the host of new churches and
church plantings suggest a church which
is not static, but on the move. The
emphasis on evangelism at the grassroots level and the streamlining of administrative process, which will enable
the church as a whole to carry out its
mission more effectively, also lent to this
impression.
1 was impressed by the competence
and vision of young persons in the
church who have taken up the baton of
leadership from respected older leaders
whose voices are now heard less frequently from the Conference floor.
Ron Slabaugh, Mooretown congregation (Mich.):
I have enjoyed Conference immensely. The message by E. V. Hill was the
high point as far as I'm concerned. We
need to hear the kind of challenge he
brought. I trust his heart burden for soul
winning will, as Glenn Ginder put it,
"burn deep into our being." We've got to
get a passion for the lost. I share the
concern of many others at Conference
about the established churches in our
brotherhood. They are not growing!
Why? I do rejoice, however, at the
church planting thrust we're undertaking. To the BECP I would say, "Right
on!" I do believe we will see great growth
in the denomination, but it seems that it
will be in the new churches, not the
established ones.
I felt sorry for our bishops and other
church leaders. I felt as though we acted
like a pack of wolves seeking something
(someone?) to devour. If I were a bishop,
quite frankly, I think I would be getting
a little "gun shy" about bringing recommendations to Conference floor. . . . I
seriously wonder if, when we get back
home, we will be as concerned to follow
Conference directions to the very letter
ourselves as we seem to be in setting
them for others with such millimeterlike precision on Conference floor. After
all the dust is settled—I seriously doubt
it!
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Roger Grant, Sherkston (Ont.):
There were a number of members of
Conference who were recognized for
years of service to the denomination
(e.g., Paul Hostetler, Ray Musser, Eber
Dourte) and this shows the appreciation
of the church for extended and sacrificial service. Conference does not rely
totally on the older and more experienced members, since they have used
several younger church leaders such as
Craig Sider, Dale Shaw, and Doug
Sider.
It was remarkable that so many questions were raised about certain items
that apparently could have been handled
by a simple vote. Some members of
Conference continued to waste an inordinate amount of Conference business
time. Perhaps there needs to be a method
of limiting certain habitual speakers.
There were examples of the denominational administration not bringing
recommendations as clearly worded to
the Conference as they might have been.
Also there were examples of the Conference body not being prepared to adopt
administrative structure and procedure
as properly recommended by the BOA.
I have a concern about Conference
members who stated their arguments for
or against an issue and then immediately
moved to close off debate by "moving
the previous question."
Bill Carlin, Cahaba Valley congregation
(Alabama):
At my first Conference two years ago
I was so impressed with the love and
concern shown to my wife and me over
our new assignment to Alabama. That
concern over the "unknown" has changed
to joy this Conference as people hear of
how the Lord has blessed us. Since the
Brethren in Christ isn't exactly a household name in the South, I just get
blessed these few days when that is all we
talk about. I wish I could express just
how encouraged and excited I am about
going back to Alabama and serving as
the Brethren in Christ's representative
there, because of your love.
Rod White, Riverside congregation
(Calif):
We were especially inspired by two
things: our brethren from overseas and
the new areas of ministry they are entering, and the persons who work in the
area of brotherhood concerns keeping
us socially conscious. . . . The emphasis on worship before business every day
kept us focused rightly and gave food

for growth in faith. Sharon Weisser was
an especially refreshing experience.
We enjoyed the laughter; the sense of
family it gave us, and the sense that we
know our frailty and are free in Christ to
enjoy one another anyway.
Abe Yoder, Big Valley congregation
(Pa.):
I came to General Conference to meet
and love the brethren. I wanted to learn
of the spiritual temperature of the Conference. I have been deeply impressed by
the Spirit in the early morning prayer
meetings, though not overly attended at
6:00 a.m. . . . We have heard of conversions and church growth from various parts of the world, praise the Lord.
Good things are happening.
Martha Lockwood, Palmyra congregation (Pa.):
This being my first General Conference, 1 found there was much to learn
and absorb. Much of my time was spent
as a quizzing judge. I was extremely
impressed with the conduct of the
quizzers. As expected, they displayed a
keen knowledge of Scripture. Beyond
competition, their loving support for
one another was not confined to their
own team, but for anyone who was discouraged. Their young lives were a testimony to the "brotherhood" concept
that has made the Brethren in Christ
unique.
Mona Engle, Cross Roads congregation
(Pa.):
C—(California) what a beautiful place
(even through the smog)
O—(ongoing) debate about "important"
and "not so important" business
N—(nurture) what a wonderful time to
nurture friendships of the past and build
new ones
F—(family) a great experience for our
"entire family"
E—(excitement) oh, what fun to see our
children beg to go to children's sessions
R—(rest) rest, sleep, what's that? Our
6-year-old son Bryan asking, "Please let
me sleep in tomorrow?"
E—(endless) endless hours sitting on
"end"
N—(needs) hearing and seeing needs of
the Conference and prayerfully seeking
God's will in meeting those needs
C—(commitment) Praise the Lord for
commitment experienced in "Worship—
in Spirit, in Truth"
E—(everlasting) our time at General
Conference 1988 will be an "everlasting
memory."
•
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General Conference
Quizzing 1988

by Aubrey Hawton

We are one in the bond of love,
We are one in the bond of love,
We have joined our spirits
with the Spirit of God,
We are one in the bond of love.
These would certainly be appropriate
words to describe the pervading feeling
among the members of the six regional
conference Bible quiz teams who
gathered at General Conference at
Azusa, Calif. From the time the teams,
coaches, and "fan clubs" from Grantham, Montgomery, Fellowship Chapel,
Palmyra, Springvale, and Wainfleet arrived, a sense of unity and fellowship
with one another was evident. Meals
were eaten together, trips were taken
together, prayer and Bible study times
were held together. While congregational
and conference loyalties ran high, the
overriding concern was that friendships
be developed and deepened, that good
quizzing occur, and that Jesus Christ be
glorified.
Those involved in the quizzing program were kept "jumping," from the
Saturday instructional-and-get-acquainted meeting, through the Sunday afternoon to Monday afternoon round robin
quizzing. Following the round robins,
the team ranking (from first to sixth)
was: Wainfleet, Palmyra, Montgomery,
Grantham, Fellowship Chapel, Springvale.
R. Aubrey Hawton is quiz directorfor
Canadian Conference.

the

Double-elimination playoffs began at
the unearthly hour of 7:30 a.m. on
Tuesday. (The quizzers wondered how
the delegates would function if they
were told to be in session at that hour!)
By Wednesday afternoon—after some
exciting and even heart-breaking
quizzing—the Palmyra and Wainfleet
teams were the two competitors in the
finals, which were held before a large
and appreciative Conference body Wednesday at 9:00 p.m.
Palmyra, who had advanced to the
finals through the loser's bracket, defeated Wainfleet in the first quiz to force
a second, and deciding, quiz. When the
twentieth question had been answered
and the cheering had subsided, Wainfleet had emerged as the 1988 Brethren
in Christ Quiz champions, with a 190160 win.
Following the quizzing, $100 scholarships from Messiah College were presented to the highest scoring quizzer
from each team: David Helfrick (Montgomery), Corrie Hess (Grantham), Kim
Sue Hoffman (Palmyra), Scott Blad
(Springvale), Anthony Robles (Fellowship Chapel), and James Woodland
(Wainfleet).
Kim Sue Hoffman was the top scorer
for the round-robin tournament, and
was presented with a Bible from the
Christian Light Bookstore. Corrie Hess
was chosen by the quizzers, coaches,
and officials as the quizzer who best
exemplified what a quizzer should be;

Wainfleet

Palmyra

Montgomery

Grantham
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Fellowship Chapel

Springvale
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her leadership, Christian testimony, and
good quizzing ability were evident to all.
A special note of thanks goes to General Conference quiz director Charlie
Crider and his team of officials for their
fine job of keeping the quizzing rolling
along on schedule. Ken Letner of the
Board for Congregational Life did an
excellent job of scheduling and serving
as liaison between the quizzers and the
General Conference Program Commission.
Finally, thanks to the Conference
body who, though business was piling
up and much was left to be done, considered that quizzing was important
enough to be seen by the Conference.
May God continue to bless the youth
of the Brethren in Christ Church as they
strive to study to show themselves approved before God.
•

It's down to the final quiz . . .

Mm.^A^^ers

Secret
Mission
in
China
by Sandra Hoover
Abilene Church, Kansas
The s u m m e r of 1986 was very
special for me because I had the
opportunity to spend seven and a
half weeks with a summer missions
team in China. Our team was made
up of college students and young
recently graduated professionals,
with our main goal being to show
Christianity through action. We
wanted to show the Chinese that
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with very special residents. They
were the misfits of society such as
bag ladies, street sleepers, former
prisoners, and drug addicts. All had
become Christians. They were getting extra help to begin their Christian walk, and they were learning
skills so they could be worked back
into a useful part of society.
From this camp we commuted to
another Christian organization called
Y-WAM (Youth with a Mission).
They are responsible for training
hundreds of young people a year and
sending them in teams all over the
world to share Jesus. At Y-WAM
we spent a week helping them remodel the huge old military hospital
that is their headquarters.
There were several days left to
shop in Hong Kong while we stayed
at the University of Hong Kong.
This experience helped me learn to
appreciate life in a whole new way. It
taught me to love a different culture
and helped me grow as a Christian.
I would like to say a special thank
While in China I was able to tour you to the Midwest Regional Confor two weeks and see some of the ference, my home church, and those
wonderful attractions. Upon leaving individual church members who
China we went back to Hong Kong. helped support me financially, and
My team spent a week at a camp through prayers and letters.

Christians care, and we did that by
giving four weeks to several groups
of junior high kids and a group of
Chinese English teachers, helping
them develop conversational English.
Everyone wants to learn English
in China. Our patience and caring
was a super witness; sometimes as
we worked at communicating we got
the opportunity to share our faith.
One of my students had never heard
the name of Jesus before.
After crossing into China f r o m
Hong Kong, we were secretly given
Bibles and other literature that had
been taken across the border ahead
of us. These things we tucked away
in our backpacks in the hope that we
would each have opportunities to
give them away. Our rooms and
packs were searched, but nothing
was taken. The leftover literature
and Bibles all stayed in China when
we left and were taken to a secret
house-church. The Christians there
were so grateful! They need our
prayers.
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od at work in our world
God provides "Very
Resourceful Persons"*
Esther Spurrier—Dillsburg, Pa.
In the past number of years, Brethren
in Christ World Missions (BICWM) has
developed the practice of sending two
types of resource persons to visit the
denomination's overseas mission personnel. The first type is the administrator, whose primary function is the evaluation of BICWM policies and goals as
they are implemented in a cross-cultural
setting, and the solving of problems
which has arisen in field situations. The
second type is the North American pastor/ church leader, whose goal is some
spiritual care for and nurture of those
who have been sent by this church to
other lands, along with significant interaction with national church leaders in
the country of ministry.
We in North America can easily lose
an appreciation for the problem-solving
and resource-gaining opportunities that
are ours as an everyday occurrence.
With telephones and reasonably efficient postal services supplementing faceto-face contacts in this country, issues
can be clarified and problems worked
on without undue delay. With religious
broadcasting, Christian concerts, conferences and cruises, and access to a
huge supply of Christian books and
magazines supplementing our local
church programming, we do not lack
for more sources of spiritual nourishment than we can ever absorb. Such a
situation does not exist in many nations
of the world where we have sent people
to minister the gospel. The challenges
are great and the resources not so
abundant.
This spring, six "very resourceful persons" made visits to three areas of
Brethren in Christ ministry around the
world. Don and Anna Ruth Zook,
(BICWM executive director) made an
administrative visit to Venezuela and
Colombia in South America. Owen and
Ardis Alderfer (bishop, Central Conference) ministered in Zambia and Zimbabwe in Africa. Glenn and Joyce Ginder
(bishop, Midwest Conference) went to
*term taken from Gordon MacDonald,
Restoring Your Spiritual Passion, Thomas
Nelson Company, 1986.
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Japan to give seminars in church growth,
stopping in Thailand on the way.
BICWM is thankful for the personal
contributions which made it possible for
the three women to accompany their
husbands; a number of overseas personnel have affirmed the value of a
woman's perspective in counseling, discussion of issues, and Bible study. Such
ministry does not happen without cost—
expenditure in terms of dollars, time,
and energy. Is it worth it? Let's see what
some on the receiving end have to say.

Retreat Time
Leslie Book—Ekuphileni Bible Institute,
Zimbabwe
Bible? Check. Songbooks? Check.
Summer clothes in case it's hot? Check.
Sweaters and socks in case it's cold?
Check. Guitar? Check. Cakes and cookies? Check. Load up and squeeze in.
Now, we're off!
What's all the excitement? Where is
everybody going and why? Why would
our whole family squeeze into the back
of Bob Barber's small truck, already half
full of luggage, and travel two hours
over bumpy back roads? Because it's
retreat time!
Retreat times for Zimbabwe's Brethren in Christ missionaries mean leaving
behind work and worry for two and a
half days to have close encounters of the
brethren kind with fellow missionaries
and with our resource people from
North America.
"Was it worth it?" we ask after subjecting our bodies to bumps and bruises
in order to arrive. And we hear an overseas echo, "Was it worth the time and
money to send the resource personnel?"
In order to judge, consider the following
benefits:
1. Spiritual nourishment: One of the
common complaints, especially among
short-term missionaries, is that the effort
and concentration required on understanding vernacular church services at
least partially negates the inspiration,
nurture, and worship of those experiences. Occasionally hearing sermons and
Bible studies in English, from a familiar
cultural perspective—yet relating to our
service here—is extremely helpful.
2. Keeping in touch with the sending
body. It has also been very helpful to

hear current trends in the thought and
life of the church in North America—
and catch up on the news. Missionaries
often feel a bit out of it in relation to the
home church. Resource people often
share in key church positions. They can
serve from their perspective what is
happening and give us a sense of continuity with North American ministries.
Sometimes the resource person can help
answer questions we have about mission
policy.
3. Counseling. Missionaries sometimes have a need for someone to turn to
for counseling. Often the problems we
encounter are not the type we can freely
discuss in a helpful way, and we need a
neutral ear. Resource persons provide
such a sounding board and, because of
their age and experience can offer wise
counsel.
4. Support and fellowship. A feeling
of isolation threatens many missionaries. In Zimbabwe, the missionaries seldom get together as a group. Even those
who live close enough choose not to
become overinvolved with each other
due to work pressures, time factors, and
a desire to bond with nationals over and
above fellow expatriates. For many, letters from the home church are few and
brief. One can soon feel out of touch and
uncared for. To have a significant ministry from a North American church
leader—as well as the annual administrative visit—keeps us in touch, keeps us
from feeling as if we are out on our own,
and gives us a wider perspective on the
part we play in the total church-mission
program. Understanding is achieved
much more easily and clearly in personal discussion than in letters. We need
to feel that we are working together, not
in isolation.
What's all the excitement about? A
visitor has been sent by the home church
to minister to us. The resource and mis-

Associate Pastor
The Mount Pleasant Brethren
in Christ Church, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
is looking for an associate pastor
(full-time) to have charge of the
youth program and to help with
Christian education and evangelism. The need is for someone
soon.
Inquiries may be made by
writing to: Pastor Jerel Book;
R.D. 2, Box 550; Mt. Joy, PA
17552. Or call (717) 653-2836.
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sion personnel sent by BICWM show us
you care. We are not forgotten, but
someone over there cares "enough to
send the very best."

And Others Say, "Amen"
Can we run back over those benefits
Leslie mentioned one more time? There
are others who want to give their
testimonies.
1. Spiritual nourishment. "Having a
resource person squeezes a year of special spiritual growth experiences into a
few days for us. I need these times to
recharge my spiritual batteries. I especially enjoyed Bishop Alderfer. He made
me think and gave practical application
to what we learned from Scripture"
(Marilyn Ebersole, Zambia).
"Owen's talks centered on Ephesians
6—the armor of God. He introduced the
topic by referring to our fight against
demonic forces. This tied in well with
Jake Shenk's presentation on witchcraft.
Later discussions covered the armor
piece by piece. Concluding the topics
was a discussion of prayer and some
quality time spent in prayer as a group"
(Leslie Book, Zimbabwe).
"At the end of April, Bishop Glenn
and Joyce Ginder came to lead church
growth seminars—one week in Nagoya
and one in Tokyo. It was a real high
point in the life of the church—a lesson
on the meaning of God's timing. Building on the foundation of prior meetings
and seminars we have had, schedules
clicked and personalities melded for a
stimulating time of discussion about
church growth. The informal 'conference' of Tokyo churches doesn't have a
leader as such. Much of the discussion
probed Bishop Glenn's experience, asking for his perspective and advice on
particular situations. We are thankful
for the encouragement we see in many
following these seminars. Continue to
pray for the leadership and the membership in Japan" (Doug and Karen Slaymaker, Tokyo, Japan).
2. Keeping in touch with the sending
body. "We have just finished a visit from
Dr. Don Zook and his wife Anna Ruth.
It is always encouraging to have experienced mission leaders review and evaluate our ministries. The Zooks went to
Colombia for a week after their visit
here, but they returned for a night
layover before returning to the States.
We really appreciated the opportunity
to hear firsthand a report of the work in
Bogota (Mike and Sherry Holland,
Venezuela).
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3. Counseling. "We availed ourselves
of Owen and Ardis's counseling ministry. It was good for us to articulate our
feelings. Owen was helpful in clarifying
our point of view, as well as attempting
to explore alternative possibilities to
some present difficulties. It was therapeutic just to have someone to listen and
care" (Curtis and Leslie Book, Zimbabwe).
4. Support and fellowship. "The retreat was a good time of refreshment,
both spiritually and physically. You
know how drained you can feel at times.
It was also good to be together with the
other missionaries" (Chris Newcomer,
Zimbabwe).
"Bishop Glenn Ginder and his wife
Joyce visited for several days on their
way to Japan. We had a special time!
These kinds of visits really encourage us,
since the visitors can bring us a touch of
the home church that we so often need.
Because we don't really have an established fellowship here, we feel that our
guests from the States can say a personal
"hello" from each of our friends who
can't visit. They minister to us in a special way" (John and Kathy Brubaker,
Thailand).
"The Ginders' visit was a very uplifting and encouraging one—one of the
biggest unexpected blessings since I have
been here. They are truly a delightful
couple, very warm and open. They came
at a time when we really needed encouragement, and they brought nothing short
of that. It was a gift from God to have
them spend two days with us" (Shirley
Johnson, Thailand).
Perhaps the most important thing left
unsaid yet is that these visitors to foreign
lands, our emissaries and ministers, more
often than not return to North America
with new insights and perspectives which
help them in their roles as leaders here.
These visits have a lasting impact on the
church here, also. Owen Alderfer reflected on his time in Africa, "Being in
Zambia and Zimbabwe makes clear the
fact that the Brethren in Christ have
made a genuine impact over the past 90
years. Our influence there is comparatively greater than it is here. It appears to
me that we have work yet to do in that
part of the world in supporting brothers
and sisters we have brought to know the
Lord and in helping them alter the face
of their countries. The task is not without problems; if we are going to do the
job, we will have to be willing to pay the
price for it—including appropriate care
and support of those we call to serve in
the distant places."
•

A progress

report:

The church
This year began in a spirit of
prayer. The Lord of the harvest
prospered the numerical growth of
the church during the past six years,
but we were humiliated by the lack
of deep spiritual maturity in relation
to giving of our tithes and offerings.
It was needful that leadership take
some remedial steps. Ministers and
their wives held seminars for district
level leaders' retreats. This resulted
in a feeling of encouragement, but
the church also resorted to prayer to
solve not only church problems, but
also the national problem of political insecurity and drought.
The harvest of souls has again
been our blessing from God. There
were 1,426 people who joined the
church by baptism, 66 by reception
from other denominations and returning to fellowship. Our total
church membership grew to 10,720
members by the end of 1987. Pray
with us that these will stay in the
church and that the church will give
serious thought to her stewardship
commitment.
At our General Conference we
had the pleasure of ordaining the
following five men: Rev. Albert
Ndlovu, pastor of the Lobengula
Church; Rev. Eliot Msipha, pastor
and deacon of Dekezi Church; Rev.
Cneva Ncube, an evangelist; Rev.
Raphael Mthombeni, overseer of
our Gwaai district; and Rev. Bruce
Khumalo, a teacher at Ekuphileni
Bible Institute. These men and their
wives are a great help in the program
of the church.
Five church planters actively serve
in the ministry of the church. It was
good to have Rev. and Mrs. Elias
Moyo share with the church about
what they are doing in their church
(Reprintedfrom Good Words, the Brethren
in Christ Church magazine in Zimbabwe.
Used by permission.)
Evangelical

Visitor

in Zimbabwe
by Bishop S. N. Ndlovu
planting in London. We continue to
support their ministry together with
North America.
We continue to operate three
secondary schools and three primary
schools. Staffing problems are minimal compared with past years. However, the spiritual life of our schools
is very low because of lack of commitment to Christian moral standards on the part of some staff members. We continue to work and pray
for the solution to this problem.
The medical work continues at
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital, Phumula Mission Hospital, and clinics
at M a t o p o Mission and Wanezi. We
are thankful that two doctors with
families help us in this ministry. It is
unfortunate that they serve with the
difficulty of the shortage of State
Registered Nurses. The fact that
many people prefer church-run medical centers speaks well about Christ's
compassion radiated by the staff at
our hospitals.
We continue to thank God for
opening doors for a number of expatriates that come for either shortterm or long-term service. We acknowledge with appreciation the coming of Robert and Shelley Barber,
Abraham and Mildred Yoder, Glenn
and Beth Frey, Gordon and Lynette
Enns (MCC), and Elizabeth Brandt
to serve in various respective assignments. We also acknowledge with
appreciation their spiritual contribution to the church.
Three students are studying at
Messiah College, five at Daystar
University College in Kenya, and
another couple is at the Theological
College of Central Africa in Zambia.
We want to thank the Board for
World Missions and Messiah College f o r the s p o n s o r s h i p of our
students.
We continue to increase our activities in Binga. More preaching points
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were started by Marie Tshuma. The
first church building was dedicated
at Chinego. It marked the center of
evangelism among the majority of
Tonga-speaking people in an area
that was neglected for many years.
In Malawi the church was successfully planted, but the devil is at
work to destroy it. We believe that
the Lord is on the side of his church.
Problems that exist will come to an
end. Mr. and Mrs. Mbamera continue to lead the church. In spite of
problems, 42 members joined the
church. The overseer and his wife
spent four months in Zimbabwe to
gain practical experience on how to
run a church.
We congratulate the Board for
World Missions on sending missionaries to serve in the Mangochi,
Malawi, area. It will be a source of
encouragement to the young leadership as the missionaries relate to the
established Brethren in Christ Church
in Malawi.
In our District Councils and General Conference, spiritual maturity
was evident. There was a spirit of
calm discussion of issues.
Our General Conference was held
for the first time at a public area in
the city of Bulawayo called Stanley
Square. The Lord guided in the
rather difficult preparations and the
Urban District unitedly hosted the
Conference well. The highlights of
our Conference were the different
speakers who made presentations on
"The Church in Today's World."
The presence of our sister church
f r o m Zambia with her choirs and
Bible quiz team added to the joy of
the Conference.
The attendance of Mr. Solomon
Kabede of the Ethiopia Mennonite
Church, who represented the six
leaders who were detained for some
years and later released, was a sign of
good relationship within the body of
Christ. He was a guest speaker at the
Conference. A. Graybill Brubaker,
Chambersburg, Pa., gave a challenging talk as he presented the conference sermon.
The [North American church's]
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
and Mennonite Central Committee
gave much to the fund for the needy.

We were able to care for many needy
people, especially the squatter victims who moved near Phumula Mission. These and others were provided with blankets, tools, and roofing materials to shelter themselves.
Seed and food were made available.
We thank the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and the Mennonite
Central Committee.
Three church buildings were completed. Eight more are being built
and will be dedicated in 1988. We
thank those who have given toward
the church building project.
We praise God f o r Bulawayo
Central Church which has been able
to purchase a church site. We are
looking forward to seeing speedy
developments along this line.
•

Ashland Seminary graduates
Five Brethren in Christ graduated
from Ashland Theological Seminary,
Ashland, Ohio, this past May. Rev.
Louis Cober, secretary for church relations
with Brethren in Christ World Missions,
is shown receiving congratulations from
faculty members Luke Keefer and Arthur
Climenhaga. Cober graduated with a
Master of Arts degree.
Also pictured are James Sollenberger,
Deborah Noble, and Paul Meduri, with
Dr. Keefer. Not pictured is Gayle von
Keyserling. Sollenberger received the
Outstanding Academic Student award,
given to the student with the highest
grade point average for his or her entire
seminary career.
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Qhmh f\Jews
Allegheny Conference
In July the junior Sunday school children of the
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., collected pennies to help buy radiophones for Zambia. • The M P F of the Big Valley congregation,
Belleville, Pa., sponsored a July 27 service with
Curtis and Marti Byers from London. • The Billy
Graham film, "Cry from the Mountain," was
shown June 19 to the Cedar Grove congregation,
Mifflintown, Pa. Dale Allison has accepted the
call as senior pastor. • The Chambersburg, Pa.,
congregation sponsored a white water rafting trip
on June 7-8. Rick and Kathy Steubing, recently
returned from the Theological College of Central
Africa, spoke June 12.
The youth of the Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., had a June 12 car wash to
raise money for activities and furnishing a youth
room. The elders and finance committee have set a
giving goal of 50 percent to programs of evangelism and ministry beyond the local church, with at
least a 2.5 percent increase annually until the goal
is met. • The Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., reported having almost $83,000 in their
expansion fund by summer. A farewell service for
Assistant Pastor Tom and Lynne Kershner was
held June 26. • Wilbur Besecker was Father's Day
speaker June 19 for the Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro.
The Grantham, Pa., congregation's quiz team
won the Allegheny Conference final playoffs June
19 at the Montgomery church. Five persons were
baptized June 5. • The Christ's Crusaders of the
Hanover, Pa., congregation sponsored the film
"Joni" on June 19. Average Bible School attendance, June 20-24, was 57. • The Hollowell congre-

VS workers needed
T w o voluntary service workers are needed for the Brethren
in Christ World Missions office
in Mount Joy, Pa. Acceptable
applicants can choose from
some of the following tasks:
receptionist, public relations,
editing, bookkeeping, accounting, promotional writing, and
computer entry relating to accounting and work processing.
Willingness to work and learn
are more important than experience. Benefits include room,
board, full medical coverage,
and modest spending allowance.
Contact Don Zook, BICWM,
P.O. Box 390, Mount Joy, PA
17552, or call collect 717-6539011.
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gation, Waynesboro, held a youth graduation
banquet on June 4. The closing program for clubs
was June 15. • The Women in Touch group of the
Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., sponsored
a white elephant sale on June 28. Paul Gorog,
Director of York Rescue Mission, preached July
10.

A second annual Father's Day breakfast was
held June 19 at the Marsh Creek church, Howard,
Pa. • "The Bible, My Light," was the VBS theme
June 6-10 for the children and friends of the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. Devon Bontrager
spoke June 19 on "Fulfillment of a Dream." •
There are 1,178 years of marriage represented
among the members of the Corner Room Class of
the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. Dave and
Darlene Barnett were installed on June 19 as pastoral couple for Christian education and family
life concerns.
The choir of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation
presented a program to the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., on the evening of
June 26. • The Montgomery quiz team, near
Upton. Pa., came in second in the regional finals.
VBS, June 6-10, had an average attendance of 163.
It was an outdoor Wonderfaire with foods, visiting Bible characters, and a balloon launch. • The
youth of Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa.,
celebrated the end of school recently by miniature
golfing at Pirate's Cove. • The children of the Mt.
Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., performed
the musical, "It's Cool in the Furnace," on June
5. A dishwasher and a wireless microphone system
have been donated to the church.
On June 18, Mike Martinelli presented his
"Should a Christian Rock?" seminar to the youth
and parents of the New Guilford congregation,
Chambersburg, Pa. The congregation recently
had a "Things We Believe" series on Sunday
nights. • Terry Hoke has resigned his pastorate at
the Van Lear church, Williamsport, Md. Child
Evangelism led a VBS, Aug. 1-5. • The West
Shore VBS, June 13-17, Enola, Pa., was "Championsfor Jesus."* Charles and Ruth Lehman were

Lofthouse ordained
On Sunday afternoon, April 24, Brian
R. Lofthouse was ordained to the Christian ministry. The congregation included
a significant community and youth representation.
Brian grew up in the Brethren in
Christ Church and felt the call of God to
pastoral ministry in his 18th year. He
attended Niagara Christian College and

installed June 5 as pastoral couple of the West
Side congregation, Chambersburg, Pa.

Atlantic Conference
The Community Bible Chapel, Sarasota, Fla.,
had a "Managing Your Money" seminar, June
17-19. • On June 8, the Cross Roads congregation,
Mt. Joy, Pa., had opportunity to see and talk
about preliminary work done by their task force
on additional space. The congregation sponsored
a neighborhood "Kids' Camp" from July 5—Aug.
26 with Barbara Hall, director. • The Maranatha
Players provided for active involvement of all participants at the June 12-17 VBS of the Elizabethtown, Pa., church. A biographical film series on
Bonhoeffer, Bunyan, John Wesley, and C. S.
Lewis was shown as a Sunday school elective in
July.
The Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., scheduled a fellowship picnic and vespers on June 26,
including games, puppets, pony rides, and cake
walk. • On the evening of June 19, the Fellowship
Chapel, Bronx, N.Y., joined Pilgrim Chapel for a
Father's Day program. • On June 26, the youth
and their leaders of the Free Grace congregation,
Millersburg, Pa., gave a program about their
recent Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP)
trip. • The Holden Park congregation, Orlando,
Fla., recently viewed the video "I Have Seen
Jesus" with Sandi Patti and Larnelle Harris narrating and singing. Four persons were received
into membership on June 19. • Dan Houck spoke
to the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation on July 3.
Merle Brubaker spoke at a breakfast, June 11.
for the Lancaster, Pa., men. Proceeds went to the
quiz team. The congregation had a "20-Something"
summer fellowship for ages 18-30. • On June 12,
the Clarion children's choir of the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., gave the musical, "God
with a Capital G," about Elijah. • Esther Spurrier
spoke on June 12 about her experiences in Zambia
to the Mastersonville, Pa., congregation. • Alice

Emmanuel Bible College where he obtained the Bachelor of Theology degree.
He is currently associate pastor at the
Houghton Brethren in Christ Church
with special emphasis on youth ministry. Brian is active in the local Tillsonburg high school where he coaches
sports and counsels students. In the
denomination, he gives leadership to
teen ministries at Kahquah and Niagara
Camps.
Brian's pastor, Rev. John R. Sider,
delivered the ordination message and
Bishop Harvey R. Sider performed the
ordination rites. Other participants were
Rev. Leonard Chester, Rev. Ronald
Lofthouse (Brian's uncle) and Pastor
Craig Sider.
Brian and his wife, Elizabeth (Liz),
are the parents of two daughters, Laura
and Katie.
Evangelical

Visitor

Dourte recently shared slides of Japan and sang
for the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa. •
The Barry Kauffman family presented a "Profiles
of Courage," VBS series, June 20-24, at the
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. The M P F recently
sponsored the slides, "The Task Before Us," produced by the Navigators about what areas of the
world still need to be evangelized.
Instead of VBS, the Refton, Pa., congregation
held seven five-day clubs in homes, and a children's activities week. John Long of Mechanicsburg, a graduate of Messiah College and Asbury
Seminary, will begin as pastoral assistant on Sept.
1. • On June 5, Merle Brubaker spoke to the
Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., on
"How to Get Rich Without Losing Your Soul." •
A walk-a-thon is being sponsored on June 26 by
the Souderton, Pa., congregation to raise money
for a new church van. • The Stowe, Pa., congregation cooperated with the Lutheran Church for a
Bible School, June 20-24.

Canadian Conference
The Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke, Ont.,
held VBS July 11-15. • Rev. Hem Paul, India,
brought the evening message June 19 to the Bertie
congregation, Stevensville, Ont. • Bishop Stephen
Ndlovu of Zimbabwe spoke on June 5 to the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. On June
25, the congregation said farewell to the Hogan
family, leaving for a year in Nepal. • The Heise
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., had a family
miniature golf outing on June 18. The youth were
in charge of the June 19 service. • The Lakeside
Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., had a
summer full of activities: "Pop's Poster Party,"
June 19, with a display and judging of posters
entitled, "Our Dad's the best because. . . ."; a
family campout, July 29—Aug. 1; the "Travel
Tips" film series by Jeannette Clift George; and a
men's golf outing.
Fifteen new members were received and 12 were
baptized recently at the Massey Place church,
Saskatoon, Sask. • Martyn Thomas, South Alberta District Secretary of the Canadian Bible
Society, gave the message July 3 to the North East
Community congregation, Calgary, Alb. Average
attendance for May 1988 was 90. • On June 12, the
children of the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation
presented a drama, "Goliath's Last Stand," in a
combined service with Bridlewood and Heise Hill.
• Erma Sider spoke June 13 to the women of the
Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., on
parenting tips: "If I had it to do over again."
A current project for the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., is "Liquidate in 'SS," a push
to eliminate their debt. Six members were received
recently. • On June 26, Hem Paul, principal of the
Baijora School, Bihar, India, spoke to the Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont. • The Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont., recently
was able to purchase a riding mower, an illuminated church sign, and a used photo copier. Seven
new members were received in early summer.

Central Conference
The Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio, housed
up to 100 teens and young adults this summer who
came to work in the area through Mennonite
Service Venture. Twenty-three in the Amherst
congregation registered to participate in the "On
Being Brethren in Christ" class starting June 5. •
The Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich., sponsored tent meetings May 29—June 12 with Bed-
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saul Agee, evangelist. • Youth for Christ representative Rick Collins spoke recently to the Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.
On June 5, Dick Zercher and DeLaine Niesley
gave a presentation on ministering to the AIDS
patient to the Fairview congregation, Englewood,
Ohio. Howard Garver has initiated a summer
drama ministry. • "God Cares for You" was the
VBS theme June 13-17 of the Highland church,
West Milton, Ohio. The youth had a campout,
June 24-26, at Bearcreek Farm, Bryant, Ind. •
"Invite Someone Strange" was the theme of the
July 10 hospitality Sunday of the Lakeview church,
Goodrich, Mich. • Paul Meduri is planning to
assume the pastorate of the Morrison, 111., congregation in late August.
A farewell reception was held June 19 for Tim
and Linda Herr, departing the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, pastorate for a hospital chaplaincy in Charlottesvile, Va. Tom Kershner was installed on July
10. • On June 12, a commissioning service was
held for James Connor as pastor of the Rust,
Mich., congregation. • The Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., had a family camping
weekend, July 15-17.

Midwest Conference
Pastor Wayne Bignell of the Mountain View
congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., has a
radio program, "Heart to Heart," heard on three
stations, seven days a week. Steve Milligan was
guest soloist in the June 19 morning service of the
congregation. • The Oak Park congregation, Des
Moines, Iowa, planned a telephone outreach ministry in August. • Ed Strayer served for six weeks
as summer assistance pastor for the Oklahoma
City, Okla., congregation. He planned to develop
a new church brochure during that time, while
assuming other duties.
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., began
fellowship and care group meetings on June 25, to
be held the fourth Sunday evening of the month
for six months. The church board urged 100 percent participation. • Darrell Brubaker was ordained June 26 at the Sandia church, Albuquerque, N.M. He has completed four years of
ministry and will move to the Washington, D.C.,
area where he will pursue doctoral studies. • Allen
and Leoda Buckwalter visited the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., on June 15. Louis Cober spoke
June 19.

Pacific Conference
The Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley,
Calif., has initiated a men's fellowship. Bishop
Wenger spoke June 12 on "Building Blocks for the
Home." • The Ontario, Calif., congregation celebrated 25 years of ministry on July 3 with former
pastors and visitors from General Conference
present. A reception, banquet, and program were
also held July 8. • "My Wonderful Lord" was the
VBS theme, run by Child Evangelism for the
Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., June
13-17. • A farewell evening for the Ernst family at
the Redwood Country church, Grants Pass, Ore.,
also included the dedication of a plaque in memory
of Amos and Alice Buckwalter.
Rod White, pastor of the Riverside, Calif., congregation, delivered a footwashing service meditation on Saturday night, July 2, of General Conference. The congregation planned a "We Will
Rej oice!" summer Bible school for nursery through
grade 6, Aug. 8-12. • The Mennonite Choraliers

ministered on June 5 to the Upland, Calif., congregation. On June 12, the Sonshine Kids Choirs
gave the play, "The Time Tunnel: Talk About a
Hot Seat."* On June 11, Katherine Schletewitz,
wife of the pastor of the Walnut Valley congregation, Walnut, Calif., received her M.D. degree
from the University of California, Irvine. After a
residency at the San Bernadino county hospital,
she will be certified in family practice.

For the Record
Births
Beyenhof: Brenda Michelle, June 3; Ken and
Nancy Beyenhof, Upland congregation, Calif.
Buick: Caitlin Megan Darragh, May 28; Sam
and Lori (Rolston) Buick, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Carver: Bryan Francis, June 14; Ronald and
Debbie Carver, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Clark: Stephanie Rae, June 10; Todd and
Susan Clark, Lakeside Community congregation,
Alb.
Enders: Jordan Philip, May 30; Joel and Lori
(Hansen) Enders, Manor congregation. Pa.
Fillers: Preston Scott, June 1; Rick and Tammy
Fillers, Dayton congregation, Ohio.
Fowler: Sean Thomas, May 23; David and
Janette Fowler, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Gettel: Taina Renee, June 3; Dana and Donna
Gettel, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Givler: Kyle William, May 21; Christopherand
Joyce (Lehman) Givler, Manor congregation, Pa.
Hauck: Heidi Lynn, May 5; Randy and Annette
(Lauver) Hauck, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Tiara Malise, June 3; Scott and Mimi
Heisey, Fellowship Chapel, N.Y.
Hess: Michael Brian, May 16; Barry and Jody
Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Horst: Adriane Lynell, June 17; Barry and
Carolyn Rae (Harbach) Horst, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa. (Macha Hospital, Zambia).
Koontz: Brittany Tarah, Apr. 22; Patrick and
Autumn Koontz, Clear Creek congregation, Pa.
LaVenice: Brittany Anne, May 28; Michael
and Deborah (Ross) LaVenice, Manor congregation, Pa.
Madeley: Travis James Gerald William, May
4; Randy and Tara Lea (O'Hagan) Madeley, Oak
Ridges congregation, Ont.
Martin: Katie Kaye, May 17; Glenn and Kaye
Martin, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.
McBurney: Timothy Shane, May 27; Bill and
Lynn McBurney, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Mosimann: Jason Peter, May 3; Werner and
Debrah Mosimann, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.
Musselman: Taru Marie, May 30; Amy Musselman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Myers: Rebekah Lynne, May 27; Kenneth and
Barbara (Reeves) Myers. Hollowell congregation,
Pa.
Nowell: Holly Rebecca, May 1; Roger and
Patti (McCulloh) Nowell, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
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Peckman: Jonathan Eric, June 17; J. Emerson
and Joyce (Lehman) Peckman, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.

tin, son of Nicholas and Angela Mileni, Fort Erie,
May 27, at the Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.

Royer: Anna Marie, June 7; Amy Royer, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Mylin-Hershey: Sharon, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Hershey, Lancaster, Pa., and Dennis R., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mylin, Willow
Street, Pa., June 11, at Grace Baptist Church,
Lancaster, with Rev. Keith Walker officiating.

Schaubel: Elizabeth Anne, June 21; David and
Kim Schaubel, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Shumaker: Melissa Grace, May 27; Richard
and Lori (Potteiger) Shumaker, Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Smith: Amber Lynn, May 26; Glenn and Betsy
Smith, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Snyder: Cory Mark, May 20; Randy and Debbie Snyder, Cumberland Valley, Pa.
Stutzman: Christopher Scott, May 29; Scott
and Melody (Morris) Stutzman, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Thrush: Kelsey Renee, Mar. 23; Daryl and
Loreen (Benner) Thrush, Antrim congregation,
Pa.
Vanhorn: Jared Craig, May 20; Craig and
Dana Vanhorn, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Waite: Jonathan David, May 5; David and
Kathy (Aurandt) Waite, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Benton-Robinson: Gayle, daughter of Pansy
Robinson, Williamsburg, Pa., and Jon, son of
Robert and Mary Benton, Hollidaysburg, Pa.,
May 14, at St. Isadore Catholic Church, Quakertown, Pa.
Cooper-Coopman: Kerrie Margaret, daughter
of John and Sharon Coopman, Fort Erie, Ont.,
and Robert Michael, son of Ernest and Lynda
Cooper, Fort Erie, June 4, at Grace United
Brethren in Christ Church, Sherkston.
Frey-Martin: Miriam R., daughter of Horace
and Arlene Martin, Mt. Gretna, Pa., and Nicholas
B„ son of Charles and Ann Frey, Conestoga, Pa.,
June 5, at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Gerhart-Fisher: Rebecca Fisher, and David
Gerhart, May 21, at the Granville, Pa., United
Methodist Church.
Haist-House: Margaret House, and Orlen
Haist, May 28, at Fonthill, Ont., United Church.
Hulett-Hawes: Lori Susanne, daughter of
Robert and Milly Hawes, Niagara Falls, Ont., and
Larry Dwayne, son of Dwayne and Naomi Hulett,
Niagara Falls, May 21, at Falls View Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Dwayne Hulett and Rev.
Edward Rickman officiating.
Kreider-Winger: Michelle Colette, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Murry Winger, Stroud, Ont., and
Steven Nash, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ken Kreider,
Hershey, Pa., May 21, at Emmanuel Baptist
Church, Bertie, Ont., with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler
and Rev. Roy MacGregor officiating.
Lathrop-Kreider: Mary Ann, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. John K. Kreider, Lancaster, Pa., and
Gary T., son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Lathrop,
Jr., June 4, at the Elizabethtown Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Thomas Corey and Rev.
Martin Bartel officiating.
Mileni-Nayler: Bonnie Lee, daughter of Charles
and Pearl Nayler, Fort Erie, Ont., and Dino Mar-
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Newberry-Haney: Angela Dawn Haney,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Henry G. Chafin, Dayton, Ohio, and Timothy Ray, son of Mrs. Barbara
Newberry, Dayton, June 16, at the Dayton Brethren in Christ church with Rev. Henry Chafin
officiating.
Nissley-Miller: Sara Elizabeth, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Henry W. Miller, Annville, Pa., and
Rodney Brent, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Nissley, Palmyra, Pa., May 28, in the Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church.
Shannon-Reath: Patricia, daughter of Donald
and Beatrice Reath, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Ricky Lee, son of Richard and Rhoda Shannon,
Chambersburg, May 28, at the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church.
Stahl-Rife: Lisa Suzanne, daughter of Eber J.
and Nancy A. Rife, and Edward, son of Doris E.
Stahl, May 21, at the Chambersburg Brethren in
Christ Church.
Stern-Seaman: Myra Jane, daughter of Jim
and Merna Seaman, East Amherst, N. Y., and Neil
Evan, son of Hubert and Evangeline Stern, Newburg, Pa., May 28, at St. Johns-Grace Episcopal
Church, Buffalo, N.Y.

Obituaries
Fretz: Howard J. Fretz, born Aug. 19, 1904,
died May 10. He is survived by his wife, Elva; 6
sons, Howard, Jr., Lester, Lamar, Leroy, Hubert,
and Kenneth; 2 daughters, Miriam Fretz and
Kathryn Steckley; 20 grandchildren; 17 greatgrandchildren; a sister, Viola (Mrs. Grant Fretz);
and a brother, Clarence. Ho ward was a member of
the Falls View Brethren in Christ Church, Niagara
Falls, Ont. The funeral service was held at the
Bertie church with Rev. Dwayne Hulett and Rev.
Ross Nigh officiating. Interment was at the Bertie
cemetery.
Heise: J. Henry Heise, born Dec. 4,1884, died
May 15. He is survived by a son, Lome, and a
daughter, Verna (Mrs. Lewis) Heise. He was a
faithful member of the Heise Hill congregation,
Ont., and served as minister at his home church
and other Brethren in Christ churches. The funeral
service was held at the Heise Hill church with Rev.
Marlin Ressler officiating. Interment was in the
church cemetery.
Tribute
The Canadian Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church pays tribute to Rev. J. Henry Heise
and thanks God for the life and service of this
brother. For many years, Brother Heise, with his
wife, Martha, faithfully served his Lord, his
church, and his family.
J. Henry Heise was ordained to the Christian
ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church in 1928
by Bishop Bert Sherk at the Heise Hill church,
Gormley, Ont. He served on the pastoral team at
Heise Hill for 19 years. During this time, he helped
to found the Sunday school and church at Oak
Ridges. In 1947, he moved to Fordwich where he
spent 10 years in a multiple ministry. He then was
called to Welland where he served for two years at

the Welland Mission which has now become the
Welland Brethren in Christ Church. In 1959, he
returned to Gormley where he spent his retirement
years.
Brother Heise gave a total of 31 years of sacrificial service to the church. During most of those
years, while he served the church, he also provided
for the needs of his family by working bivocationally.
Rev. Heise's preaching was characterized by
exhortation of people through his use of Scripture.
He was a Christian gentleman, never imposing,
serving in love and humility. He loved his family,
from the children to the great-great-grandchildren.
We share with the family in their sorrow, and
rejoice in the hope of the resurrection. We stand
with them in our prayers. May God's grace and
comfort sustain them.
Harvey R. Sider,
Bishop, Canadian Conference
Melhorn: Ruth Naomi Melhorn, born Mar.
15,1916, the daughter of Joseph and Ida Lehman,
died June 18. She is survived by her husband,
Lloyd H. Melhorn, Sr.; two daughters, Esther L.
Anderson, and Rachel E. Melhorn; 3 sons, Lloyd
H. Jr., James E., and Daniel E.; 13 grandchildren;
2 sisters, Elsie Kaltreider and Anna Newcomer;
and a brother, Joseph E. Lehman, Jr. Ruth was a
member of the Locust Grove Brethren in Christ
Church, the Helping Hand Class, and the Messiah
Village Auxiliary. The funeral service was held at
the Locust Grove church with Rev. Gilbert Gomez
officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Rissinger: Homer H. Rissinger, born Jan. 19,
1908, died June 6. He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Jean. Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Blanche (Wagner); 2 sons, Robert W., and Homer
L.; 8 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; and a
sister, Anna McGrath. Homer was the founding
pastor of the Tremont Brethren in Christ Church
where he and his wife served for 25 years. He had
been a member of the Board of Directors of Roxbury Holiness Camp and Camp Freedom. The
memorial service was held in the Free Grace
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Charles R.
Burgard, Rev. Luke Keefer, Sr., and Rev. Simon
A. Lehman, Jr., officiating. Interment was in the
Free Grace cemetery.
Tribute
One cannot overestimate the value of a godly
person in the church, in the community, and in our
world. Isaiah must have had that in mind when he
said, "The righeous perish and no one takes it to
heart!" (Isa. 57:1). Our brother Rissinger was a
man of sterling worth! I learned to know him in
the early days of Roxbury Camp. His testimony of
God's saving grace and transforming power flowed
from a fully renewed heart and life. He experienced entire sanctificationduring Roxbury Camp
days. From that time until his death he was fully
involved in the Lord's work.
His buring desire for evangelism and holiness
led him and Blanche to be founder of the Tremont
church. When I served as bishop of that area. I
found it a real delight to visit in their home. Their
love for the people and their sacrificial service
remains a challenge for us all.
Homer was a man of prayer and served on the
prayer bands at Roxbury and Camp Freedom.
His loving disposition and caring attitude, coupled
with wise counseling, endeared him to the hearts
of many persons. There is no doubt that there will
be many in the kingdom because of his example
and ministry. May his mantle fall on others, and
may his wife and sons be sustained by God's grace.
Charlie B. Byers
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Messiah
College
News
Harold Heie

New academic dean, Department of
Engineering chair begin
responsibilities
Two key administrators assumed
duties at Messiah this month as Dr.
Harold Heie became the new Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of
the College, and Dr. James Scroggin
became Chairman of Messiah's new
Department of Engineering.
Dr. Heie, who until recently held a
similar position at Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa, will replace
Dr. H. David Brandt, who had been the
Dean at Messiah the past 11 years. In
July, Brandt became Provost at Bethel
College in St. Paul, Minn.
Heie, who was also Professor of
Mathematics at Northwestern, holds a
bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from the Polytechnic Institute
of New York, a master's degree in
mechanical engineering from the University of Southern California, and master's and doctoral degrees in aerospace
and mechanical sciences from Princeton
University.
The search committee for a new dean
was impressed with Heie's vision for
Christian higher education. Dr. Paul
Nisly, chairman of the Messiah College
faculty, said Heie's "experience in and
understanding of the liberal arts in a
Christian context, his view of the role of
professional education, his strong support for faculty scholarship, and his
commitment to a service ethic made him
a strong choice."
Heie inherits leadership of an academic program at Messiah that serves
approximately twice as many students
now (enrollment is projected at 2,100
this fall) as it did when Brandt became
Dean in 1977. Brandt was responsible
for recruiting and hiring approximately
70 percent of the current Messiah College faculty members.
Heie, who has been on the faculty at
The King's College, Briarcliff, N. Y„ and
August
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James Scroggin

Gordon College, Wenham, Mass., coedited the recently-released book, The
Reality of Christian Learning. He and
his wife, Pat, have two married children
as well as one son in college.
Dr. Scroggin has recently been Dean
of the College of Science and Engineering at the University of Bridgeport,
Conn. He holds a B.S. in mechanical
engineering from the Indiana Institute
of Technology, an M.S. in mechanical
engineering from Michigan State University, and a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering from the University of Cincinnati. He and his wife, Margaret, have six
children.
Messiah currently offers majors in
civil, electrical, and mechanical engineering in conjunction with Temple
University. Students complete two years
of pre-engineering studies at Messiah's
main campus in Grantham, and then
spend their last two years in Philadelphia.
The appointment of Scroggin is Messiah's first step toward offering majors
in engineering that may be completed at
Grantham, studying under Messiah
faculty instead of going to Philadelphia
and fulfilling the major requirements at
Temple.
A campaign that would enable construction of a building to house Messiah's new Department of Engineering is
in the planning stages. Students enrolling in the fall of 1989 will be able to
complete their engineering degrees at
Grantham.
Addleman now
full-time faculty member
Grantham Church members John and
Ellie Addleman both received promotions this summer. John, previously an
adjunct faculty member, becomes fulltime as Instructor in Behavioral Science.
Ellie, who has been Administrative Assistant to the Vice-President for Student
Development, is now Director of Residence Life.

John Addleman

Brethren in Christ students earn
spring Dean's List
Spring Dean's List honors went to 54
students this year. To be eligible, fulltime status and a grade point average of
at least 3.6 (based on a 4.0 scale) is
required. Here are the Brethren in Christ
students who made the list (college class
as of the spring semester):
Sheila Cober Anderson, senior behavioral science major, Port Colborne,
Ont., Can.
Kathy A. Besecker, junior early childhood education major, Waynesboro,
Pa.
Kevin W. Cassel, senior civil engineering major, Grantham, Pa.
Timothy K. Cober, junior history major,
Port Colborne, Ont., Can.
Diane E. Donat, junior elementary education major, Columbia, Pa.
Robert S. Getty, junior radio, TV, and
film major, Philadelphia, Pa.
Kristen S. Hoffman, junior dietetics
major, Palmyra, Pa.
Elizabeth M. Imboden, sophomore
biology-medical technology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Thomas A. Mann, senior math major,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Hanford Ndlovu, senior chemistry major, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
Lita L. Oberholser, freshman math
major, Grantham, Pa.
Karen L. Peck, junior accounting major,
Waynesboro, Pa.
Carol A. Peterman, senior elementary
education major, Manheim, Pa.
David G. Pierce, freshman math major,
Nappanee, Ind.
Michael S. Sandler, junior math major,
Souderton, Pa.
Vicky L. Seibert, junior accounting
major, East Berlin, Pa.
Brent T. Whitesel, junior math major,
Mifflintown, Pa.

II

I

"Phoebe's Journal
General Conference
thoughts on cooperation
and inclusiveness
Now that I've returned home from
the 1988 General Conference (to oppressive heat and general exhaustion), it's
difficult for me to collect my thoughts.
A number of people have asked me
what happened at General Conference
this time. I have to confess that it all sort
of runs together in my mind. Fortunately, however, I made notes of several
items.

Item 1: Someone recommended, during the Board for World Missions report,
that we set a goal of 50% of the Cooperative Ministries budget for missions.
That recommendation, even though it
was not formally passed, bothers me
because it seems to imply that anything
other than missions that we do as a
church is less important. The point was
made that the mission board has not
been able to do all it would like to
because of lack of funds, but the same
could be said of almost every other ministry in the church as well.
I think we want to give as much as we
can to people and programs outside of

'Jja ifsPar Jjian?
Daystar University College is a liberal
arts college in Nairobi, Kenya. Its undergraduate degrees and accreditation are
conferred by Messiah College. Messiah
College faculty member John Yeatts,
with his wife Amy and their two children, have been in Nairobi this past
year, representing Messiah on the Daystar faculty.
June 15—My time at Daystar soon
ends. In two and a half weeks, commencement will be held for the graduates. Among them is the first Brethren in
Christ graduate of Daystar University
College—Danisa Ndlovu. He will graduate with majors in communication and
Bible.
Let me introduce you to Danisa. He is
from the Wanezi District of the Brethren
in Christ Church of Zimbabwe. After
studying at our
Wanezi School, he
then received a
diploma from the
Ekuphileni Bible
Institute. Upon
graduation, he was
an evangelist in
the Zimbabwe
Brethren in Christ Church and also
worked at the Matopo Book Centre. In
the early 1980s, he finished a program in
theology at the Christian College of
South Africa at Harare, Zimbabwe.
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Then he served as the accounts clerk for
the Wanezi Secondary School.
Like many Daystar students, it is
clear that Danisa came with considerable academic and work experience. While
a student here, he has demonstrated his
leadership skills. He has been the chairman of student council, the treasurer of
the Daystar evangelistic team, and in
charge of the drama group.
Danisa has also distinguished himself
academically. He is carrying a grade
point average close to 3.6, which qualifies him to graduate with honors.
Before his last year at Daystar, he
returned home to marry Tracia Ncube.
She has been taking courses at the University of Nairobi this year. They will be
returning next month to Zimbabwe,
where Danisa will be on the faculty of
the Ekuphileni Bible Institute.
We have reason to rejoice with Danisa
and Tracia. They have represented the
Brethren in Christ well. I am certain that
Daystar will be happy to have more
Brethren in Christ students like Danisa.
They have a clear purpose; they are
returning to serve in their church, which
sponsored them. Danisa represents the
many students at Daystar who are preparing for leadership in the churches in
Africa. But he is special because he is an
outstanding person, and one of the
Brethren in Christ.

ourselves, but it's important to remember
the ways in which missions and other
"outside" ministries are supported by
"inside" programs. For example, the
Board for Congregational Life and the
Board for Ministry and Doctrine, which
receive proportionately minimal Cooperative Ministries support, provide essential nurturing and training for future
leaders. The concept of Cooperative
Ministries recognizes that all ministries
work together to accomplish the Lord's
work.
Item 2: I always enjoy hearing greetings from Brethren in Christ fellowships
around the world because they reinforce
the fact that the church transcends cultural and national boundaries. What is
even more exciting to me is the trend
toward ethnic diversity in the church
here in North America. For most of our
200+ years, we've been overwhelmingly
white and English-speaking (or Pennsylvania German!). We're still very white,
but this Conference saw signs of movement into other ethnic communities as
we heard Hispanic, Korean, and FrenchCanadian accents punctuate our churchplanting reports. North America is culturally, ethnically, or racially heterogeneous, and it's good to see the Brethren
in Christ begin to reflect some of that
diversity.
Item 3: When I reported on the 1986
General Conference, I mentioned the
matter of inclusive language. I bring it
up again this year because I continue to
think the issue is important and we still
have a lot to learn.
Not long before I left for General
Conference, I received a letter from an
old friend who used to be Brethren in
Christ. She sent me a publication on
inclusive language and questioned what
would happen to our denominational
name if we began to be serious about
using inclusive language. At Conference, another woman spoke to me about
her frustration with the exclusive language in an article in a Brethren in
Christ publication. Also at Conference,
in the video presentation celebrating the
bicentennial of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Canada, there was the lighthearted suggestion that at some point in
the future perhaps we will be known as
"Siblings in Christ."
Evangelical

Visitor

Clearly, "Siblings in Christ" doesn't
have the same ring to it as "Brethren in
Christ"; in fact, I admit that it's difficult
to find acceptable inclusive alternatives
to the concepts embodied in words like
"brethren" and "brotherhood." I'm not
agitating for a name change (not yet,
anyway), but I do think that more people need to become aware of and begin
to change their patterns of speech so as
not to exclude.
I was encouraged to note that the
outline for the new doctrinal section of
the Manual of Doctrine and Government was inclusive and to hear speakers

work hard at including both men and
women. On the other hand, there were
numerous instances where speakers referred only to "brethren" or "men."
Even the hymn written for the Canadian
bicentennial referred several times to
"men." Most of the time, I think, the
male references were unintentional—
the result of lifelong patterns of speech
and deferral to the generic masculine
"rule" of grammar.
It is no longer appropriate to appeal
to the generic masculine as justification
for exclusive language, however. Times
have changed and our language must

change too—not only to include women,
but also people of other cultures and
backgrounds as well. I am convinced
that if we care about including all people
(and I think we do care), we can be
creative with the versatility and dynamic
nature of language and find inclusive
and ear-pleasing ways to communicate.
All it takes is effort and commitment.

ship with these compulsions. Our Lord's
offer of forgiveness and freedom from
sin—of life as it was designed to be—is
blurred and reduced into just another
means of gaining personal happiness.
The crucial issue of this difficulty lies
within the church and not within the
culture. I believe that the church must
look back to her roots and understand
the wisdom of her founders. She must
reject the modern notion that to suffer is
always negative and to be avoided. That
is the essential change that I hope to see
in the churches of my region. Help me to
accomplish this by advising me, my dear
brother. Paul, why do Christians refuse
to suffer?
All of the brothers gathered in Jerusalem called for each of us who professed
Jesus as Lord, to accept suffering and to
discover joy through it. Peter wrote of
God's restoring us after we "have suffered a little while" (1 Pet. 5:10). James
pleads with us to "consider it pure joy
. . . whenever you face trials" (James
1:2). It's everywhere in the gospel. Our
Lord was clear: "If anyone would come
after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me" (Luke
9:23).
But our churches are not as clear.
Jesus has become the way to a cheap
and petty happiness that denies not self,
but suffering. We have believed the culture before we have trusted our God.
We have considered only in a shallow
fashion what sin has done in this broken
world and in our broken hearts. We
have followed our natural instinct to run
from pain, rather than letting it teach us
of our poverty of spirit that would allow

us to truly live in the kingdom of God.
It is not easy to embrace suffering as
you and our other leaders have taught
us. The culture has given much attention
to learning to relax. In the churches you
can hear the language of this teacher
over and over. We are told to take vacations that too often leave our hearts and
souls vacant. We are warned against
over-involvement in church activities.
We are taught to fear a thing called
"burnout."
Paul, our people are so dissatisfied! I
must find ways to teach them again the
good of suffering. It is true that some
have denied themselves in an unhealthy
manner, stifling the creativity that God
would bring through their lives. But
many more are caught in a mundane
routine of self-service that they never
identify. They are busy, but their lives
remain empty. I believe this is because
they have spent too little time alone,
seeking to hear the voice of God calling
them to a work that will consume them.
They have failed to embrace the suffering of Christ that is yet to be completed
in them.
And so they know little real joy. They
smile because they think they should.
Christians should be happiest. If Christians show sorrow, then the gospel must

Phoebe

Qnesims
Onesimus, your fellow worker in the
cause of the gospel of Jesus Christ; to
Paul, my trusted friend and guide. May
the wisdom of our Father lead you into
peace and joy as you labor for his
church.
Paul, the world seems to change
quickly, without reason or plan. The
people in the churches of my region are
tossed to and fro in a modern culture
that is difficult to combat. You see, the
common opinion here is that most people understand the gospel of our Lord
and find it lacking in one way or
another. The freedom of speech that is
guaranteed citizens in our cities has left
much room for the speaking of the gospel, but the freedom from the very culture that offers this open speech is not so
easily experienced.
The Christians here are not opposed
by any government when they preach.
Indeed, to many, the culture itself is
linked to Christianity. This is a terrible
situation as I view it. Those who have no
personal experience of our Lord's Spirit
transforming them believe that they
have already tasted all the goodness that
God, as we know him through Jesus
Christ, has to offer. So they listen halfheartedly to the preachers and remain in
their darkness.
Christians become discouraged quickly because they do not understand that
they must combat this culture that sends
a message of salvation through the pursuit of personal happiness and selffulfillment. There is ever a new compulsion offered to amuse the masses by this
culture and the Christians are easily
duped into a subtle game of one-upmanAugust
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Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them cj o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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not work; if Christians suffer, then we
scream and we fear that Christianity
can't compete against all the happiness
options that the culture produces daily.
This is all deceit.
Paul, send me word of how to combat
this deception. The culture has nurtured
in us false expectations of life. We must
accept the pain of having these stripped
away so we might go on to know the joy
that Christ shares with his own. But if
the churches preach Jesus as the means
to quick happiness, if the churches
remain blind to how they have allowed
themselves to be molded by this world,
then who will be converted? May God
grant us grace and patience for the work
of our day.
Your friend and co-worker,
Onesimus

ewers
In the July issue, Art Meyer of the
MCC U.S. Development Education Office provided a list of what he considers
to be the world's ten greatest problems.
He made overwhelmingly broad generalizations ("Most economic systems—
capitalist, communist, socialist—disregard the fundamental laws of nature.")
and cavalier pronouncements ("The extension of industrial agriculture through
modern biotechnology and genetic
engineering will not solve the food problem long term."). He also set Utopian
goals such as "full and meaningful employment for all who are able to work."
The problems he listed certainly need
our attention. But missing from this dire
diagnosis was a fundamental premise—
that our solutions are not in economics
or ecosystems or governments, but in
Christ Jesus.
Confronting the problems of this fallen
world, let us not respond like the disciples who couldn't imagine how the large
crowd could be fed. Rather let us offer
our loaves and fishes and see what the
Lord can do with them. "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of
power" (1 Cor. 4:20).
Andy Saylor
Carlisle, Pa.
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"Business at Conference expands
to fill up available time. Since we
didn't have much real business, we
spent a lot of time on stuff that really
wasn't very significant." That was
the comment of a veteran church
leader a week or so after Conference
concluded. Said halfway in jest, there
was nevertheless some truth to the
observation.
Oh, there were substantive issues
waiting to be discussed. But they
were lurking under the surface,
tucked away in the meaning of the
words and phrases of the various
recommendations.
One example was the outline for
the new doctrinal statement of the
church. What came to Conference
this year was the bare-bones outline
for the writers, an attempt to capture
on paper the basic content and major
points of emphasis envisioned for
the doctrinal statement. The outline
was presented in order to solicit
comments from the church about
the fundamental shape and direction
of the new doctrinal statement.
Although it would have been premature for delegates to begin debating the phrasing of sentences, there
was the hope that people would
evaluate the concepts spelled out in
the outline. But surprisingly little
time was taken by Conference in
discussing the material on Thursday
morning. Certainly most people were
anxious to finish business by noon.
Or perhaps delegates had followed
the earlier suggestion to submit their
comments in writing. I haven't seen
the responses yet; there may have
been scores of them. But I confess
some disappointment that there
wasn't more discussion on the outline. (It really would be discouraging
to come to the 1990 Conference with
a first draft, only to have that group
of delegates argue that the basic tone
and direction of the statement is all
wrong. That should have been debated this year.)

Or consider how we handled (or
didn't handle) the recommendation
redefining the Council of Ministries
and Mission (see page 10 for a brief
report). The Council is a relatively
new creation, part of the 1984 restructuring of the denomination, designed as a forum for discussing and
coordinating the work of the general
boards. But in the years since the
recommendation was adopted, the
Council has evolved in two significant areas. First, the board members
(who were either pastors or lay persons) representing each of the boards
have been dropped, so that the Council now is composed solely of top
denominational administrators.
Secondly, the Council's duties and
responsibilities have grown. It appears now to have much more
authority to develop and initiate its
own agenda. In the new section on
duties, Item B reads, "The Council
shall evaluate, propose, and establish ongoing vision for the church,"
while Item C states, "The Council
shall recommend direction and operational policy to the BOA (Board of
Administration) which will ordinarily come via the BOA executive
committee" (Agenda, page 26, italics
added).
At this point, it would be wise for
me to go on record: I favor the growing spirit of cooperation one senses
building among boards and board
administrators. In a real and helpful
way, "Cooperative Ministries" is coming to mean more than just a unified
budget; it is beginning to mean that
boards are seeing themselves as
partners in the larger mission of the
church. And the Council of Ministries and Mission plays a key role in
this very positive development.
Nevertheless, one harkens back to
questions raised by delegates in 1982
and 1984 when the new structures
were being introduced. At those
General Conferences, delegates asked
such questions as: Will this Council
Evangelical
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A call to sharpen the issues
become a central planning group?
Will it usurp the roles of boards and
board members? As I recall the
debate, the answer given then was
no—this Council is designed as a
forum for communication. A primary purpose will be to build trust
between denominational staff, a
sense of cooperation rather than
competition.
It seems that those questions of
six years ago take on a new pertinence today. Is the Council of Ministries and Mission evolving into the
central planning group, which will
seek to establish the vision for all
levels of the denomination? If so, is
that good, or bad?
Perhaps it's not right to read such
implications into the recommendation about the Council which we
adopted on Monday afternoon at
4:30 p.m. But comments made later
in Conference on a totally different
item made me wonder.
Concerned that the North American church is growing so slowly
compared to our churches overseas,
a delegate offered a motion from the
floor, calling the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting to develop
a plan for evangelism that could be
used by established churches. At the
time, I almost stood up and said,
"That's not necessary; Warren Hoffman's new book contains that very
plan. All we need to do is to buy the

Pontius'
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book, study it, and put it into
practice."
I don't want to debate that delegate's suggestion here. The point is,
if Conference wanted to ask that a
plan for evangelism be developed,
who better to ask than the Board for
Evangelism and Church Planting?
But in the ensuing discussion, two
members of the Council of Ministries and Mission said they felt such
an emphasis needed to be worked
through the Council.
If they are right, and that's the
direction we are going, does there
remain a meaningful role for general
boards to "dream dreams and see
visions" of ministry? Or does such
vision only come from a central
council of administrators?
It seems to me that such a major
shift in roles would merit debate on
the floor of Conference. As it was,
the reading clerk read the proposal,
a few sentences of sponsorship were
given, the Assistant Moderator asked
if there were any questions, there
was a moment of silence (actually 12
seconds—I checked the tapes), and
then the recommendation was put to
a vote. Five and a half minutes from
introducing the article to the announcement of the vote. Without a
single question or comment, it was
one of the quickest actions we took
all week.
It's almost as if Conference decided
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that since all of the words were
understandable and there were no
grammatical errors to correct by
motions to amend, we would quickly
adopt the recommendation and get
on to something we could really sink
our editorial teeth into.
In conversation afterward, a delegate who isn't close to all of these
administrative issues in the church
said, "I didn't realize that those
issues were part of the background
of that recommendation. If no one
'in the know' spoke to the implications of various proposals, many of
us assumed that there must be nothing wrong with passing them." And
that's precisely the reason for debate
on major proposals—to sharpen the
issues.
I, for one, hope that in 1990, we
put more energy into discussing matters of substance, without needing to
spend so much time editorially cleaning up unclear wording in recommendations. That means that we
who write reports and recommendations will need to do a better job of
preparing agenda materials, and we
who are delegates will need to do our
homework before Conference, digging out the issues which are there,
just below the surface of the sentences, then debating them when we
come together as a Conference body.
G
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"Our" statement
of doctrine
by Glenn A. Ginder
When this column was prepared for
the August Visitor, delegates to General
Conference and others had only recently
received their copy of the agenda. On
pages 19 and following they found the
outline and support material to guide
the writers in preparing the new doctrinal section for the Manual of Doctrine
and Government. A small percentage of
readers have since then had opportunity
to benefit from the General Conference
discussion. But without that background
this column is intended to address some
of our natural concerns.
It is not surprising that one of the
natural points of resistance to the idea of
a new doctrinal statement would be the
familiar struggle with change. One does
not even need to be a traditionalist to
resist change. We are all creatures of
routine and habit. There is a certain
comfort in things that are familiar. So,
for many, the idea of a new doctrinal
statement is uncomfortable and disturbing. The natural questions are "Why?"
"Who needs it?"
A certain church board had these

DBA

questions and they wisely arranged with
their pastor for an evening with a member of the Renewal 2000 Task Force. As
they talked together, several things were
noted. Reference was made to an earlier
Visitor interview in which a Task Force
member had reflected a historical perspective. It was noted in that interview
that we have had at least six different
confessions of faith or statements of
doctrine in our history. It can be assumed
that each one was an event with some
anxiety since each statement was different from its predecessor. Of course, reality dictates that if we Brethren in Christ
would continue to be a dynamic force in
an ever changing world, we will need to
find new ways to express our changeless
truth—even if change is uncomfortable.
As the church board talked together,
"drift" was another point of anxiety. We
are committed to being biblical. We
hold to a fundamental kind of faith. We
know of other groups that apparently
had a similar conservative stance at one
time but we have seen them drift. And
we are saddened to realize that at best
they have lost their cutting edge; at the
worst some seem to have lost their souls.
It is most gratifying to know that we
are troubled at this point. The comforting reality is that we are not setting out

Individual
Spiritual Retreats
Kenbrook Retreat Center invites individuals to do personal retreats at its woodland facilities Nov. 13-18, 1988.
John Stoner, Akroa Pa., will give direction to retreatants, assisting in planning the
use of time in solitude for Scripture reading, reflection, and prayer. There will be
morning and evening corporate worship. Retreats may be two to five days in length.
For more information and rates, contact Eugene Wingert, Director; Kenbrook
Retreat Center; 501 Pine Meadow Drive; Lebanon, PA 17042. Phone (717)
865-4547.
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to change our doctrinal statement. As
noted by the printed outline in the General Conference agenda, we are not taking our present statements and rewriting
them to accommodate a new understanding. Rather, we are putting our
combined energy into fresh study and
thoughtful interpretation. We are taking
several deliberate years to gather up our
best Brethren in Christ insights and
together (in General Conferences, regional conferences, group studies, pastors' meetings, etc.) we will come to the
point where we can declare our understanding of the Scriptures. Most of us
will live into the 21st Century. Let it be
known that we will have nothing less
than biblical integrity. We who believe
in the fundamentals of the faith, we who
are Brethren in Christ—we will humbly
distill our corporate heartbeat for the
truth into our statement of doctrine.
A suggestion came from the meeting
of the church board after they had felt
the impact of the six strong doctrinal
sections in the new outline. Material like
this, they said, must not be confined to
some seldom-used manual. Print it in a
pamphlet, they said. Add some brief historical notes. Let it breathe our heritage.
Design it for eye appeal. Make it inviting and spread it around so people can
carry it in their Bibles. This is material
that can impact us right where we live—
if it is available for ongoing study and
reflection.
This next biennium, we do well to
take every opportunity to be a part of
developing our new doctrinal statement.
If we do, the new statement will be so
dynamic that it will be a part of us for
many years to come.
Glenn Ginder is bishop
of the Midwest Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church. He and
his wife Joyce live in
Wichita, Kansas.
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